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GENTLEMEN, 

I T is now near eighteen months fince I had the honour of addrefling 
to you any requeft or application in behalf of my Brother, 
Colonel Stuart, who for fome time paft has been Brigadier- general in 
the fcrvicc of the Honourable Eaft India Company. I have at all times 
thought it my duty to abftain from giving you unneccITary trouble, 
and though frequently urged to reprefent to you the peculiar hard- 
fliips of my Brother’s cafe, it appeared to me more fuitable to re- 
frain from any remonftrances, until we Ihould know here the event of 
his trial by a Court-martial, for which orders were fent to India, by 
the Company’s general letter of the 4th of July, 1777. 

Bpt the difpatches recently received from Madras, which contain 
an account of what has pafled there, in relation to the propofed Court- 
martial, put me under the unavoidable neceflity of immediately folicit- 
ing your attention to the peculiarity of my Brother’s fituation. 

Without partiality or prejudice, I may venture to fay, that the circum- 
flances of his cafe, when deliberat^y and candidly confidered, will be 
found worthy of your moll ferious attention ; and, I trull will call aloucf 
for fome immediate redrefs, to Hop the further progrefs of the accumu(y 
lated feverities, hardfliips, and indignities, which appear to me to 
have been inflided on Colonel Stuart, a perfon fucceeding, by your 
own appointment, to be Commander in Chief of your army in^he Car- 
natic. 
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Thcfe fevcrities Jr.ave been* infliftcd, not only antecedent to any 
trial f)f his condu£t, but \^ithout any proper evidence of his being 
culpable; and the influence and effeds of them ftill continue to 
with full force and rigour ag.iinft him/f in' confA[uence of the 
refufal he has lately met with at Madras, * ' a Court of Enquiry,, 
or a trial by a Courf-martial. ^ |V 

This enquiry and trial you had, by your orders, fent by the Beflbo- 
rough in July 1777, di'cdcd to take place, and in conformity with 
tllaf diredion, Colonel Stuart, llatteiing himfelf that the wilhed- 
for moment was arrived for vindicating his charader and condud on 
tlfe fpot where the tranfadions had happened, and that a period would 
foon be put to his fufferings, folicited that public trial in the moft 
earneft and fervent manner ; but hitherto in vain ; — for the refiilt 
brought by the laft difpatches from Madras, is, that the Governor 
and Council tliere, at the fame time that they refufe the trial fo 
earneftly requefted, and even infiftcd upon by Colonel Stuart as his right; 
are pleafed, in confequence of the diredions they had received from 
home, to continue for an indefinite time that fufpenfion, which, in the 
early ftages of this bufinefs, had been inflided during the fpacc of 
fix months. 

The confequence now is, that after having exerted himfelf, while 
Commander in Chief of your forces, in the mod indefatigable and 
confcfl'edly iifeful manner for the intcrefts of the Company, by'many 
new military regulations, and by putting the army and military polls 
in the Carnatic on the moft refpcdabl'c footing, of which the Com- 
pany, if I am lightly informed, has received undoubted intelligence, 
and from which, by the circumftances of the times, they may pro- 
bibly foon feel materiil advantages: 1 fay, after thefe exertions, which, 
^ jointly with the baneful influence of the climate on European confti- 
tutions, have greatly impaired his health ; he finds himfelf degraded 
from the firft military fmiation, with fevere marks of difpleafure, 
waiting the return of the difpatches lately brought home; and fuf- 
feringSn this unpleafaut interval, all the anxieties and impatience 
8 incident 
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incident to an officer of fpirit, expofcd to the coiiHauance of the pre- 
judices and al'perfiotu with which his charatSter and condud had, in 
the firft heats of part^rage, been aflailcd, without any means alTordcu, 
him of vindilating* hi\ honour, by oppofing, in the couife of a 
public trial, authentic fat;s and proofs to groundlefs or illiberal imputa- 
tions. . / . • 

Teffatisfy you, Gentlemen, that there is nothing exaggerated in this 
fhort fketch of his fituation, I mull beg your perminion, to bring 
under your view, fome of the moft flriking incidents which have hap- 
pened fince the period when he received from you his firft commiflion 
in the fervicc of the Honourable Eaft India Company. 

In the year 1775, Colonel Stuart, at that time a Lieutenant-Colonel 
of many years ftanding in the King’s fervice, was, with his Majcily’s 
permiflion, appointed fecond in command of all the Company’s forces 
upon the coaft of Coromandel, with the rank of Colonel in their fer- 
vice; and by the fame appointment, it was fettled and cftablilhed, that 
upon the death, refignation, or removal of the then Commander in 
Chief Sir Robert Fletcher, the command in chief, with the fame rank 
of Brigadier-General, fliould devolve upon and be enjoyed by Colonel 
Stuart. — Upon the faith of thefe agreements and appointments Colonel 
Stuart entered into the Honourable Company’s fervice, and failed for 
India. 

He 'left England in November 1775, arrived at Madras in 
May 1776. 

Before his arrival, there had been many difputes and difientions 
^between Lord Pigot the Governor, and the Members of the Council at 
Madras. The conteft and animofity between them with regard to their 
refpedlive powers and privileges, as well as with regard to fome matters 
of government, was far advanced at the time of Colonel Stuart’s arrival, 
and according to all appearances in a way of increafing daily. 

I have letters in my pofteflion from my Brother foon after his arrival, 
mentioning thefe diflentions, and his intentions to avoid taking part 
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with cither fide in tlj^difputes, and to apply hiinfelf entirely to his 
own bufmefs in the military *line. ^ 

In particular, the diflention between Lord Pigc,£ the Governor, and 
Sir Robert Fletcher the Corfmander in Chief, ^jn jncrcarfed to fuch a 
height, that in the month of July 1776, Lord BJgot iflued an order for 
putting Sir Robert Fletchen under arreft,*and |fl^red the command of 
the army to Colonel Stuart, then fccond in command. This, though a 
very inviting offer. Colonel Stuart declined ; he accommodated the dif- 
ferences between the Governor and Commander in Chief ; prevailed 
on Lord Pigot to withdraw the arreft ; and Sir Robert Fletcher was thua 




continued in the command of the array. 

In the month of Auguft 1776, the difputes between Lord Pigot the 
Prefident, and the Majority of the Members of Council, came to fuch ex- 
tremities, that it was evident there could be no further hopes of accommo- 
dation between parties who confidered their powers, and the conftitu- 
tional government at Madras, in fuch oppofite points of view.— It was 
the crxfts of a conteft in which there was no likelihood of either party 
voluntarily yielding to the other,— a fituation which almoft unavoidably 
produces the neceffity of reforting to ftrong and violent meafures for 
aflerting or preventing the annihilation of thofe powers which the 
contending parties fcverally think themfelves entitled to exercife. 

It was this crifis and neceffity which probably made Lord Pigot, on 
the one hand, think himfcif entitled to refort to the violent meafiyes to 
which he had rccourfe on the aad and a3d of Auguft 1776; when his 
Lordlhip firft fufpeuded from their offices two of the Members of the Ma- 
jority of Council, and then fufpended the whole of them, ordering at 
the fame time Sir Robert Fletcher the Commander in Chief under arreft, 
upon a charge of exciting mutirty and fedition among the troops in 
garrifon, which was inferred from his concurring with the Majority 
of Council in a proteft figned and circulated by them on the 23d of 
Auguft. 

On the other hand, it was probably the fame crifis and neceffity 
gave \ife to the idea and to the refolution taken by the Ma- 
jority 
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jority of Council, and by Sir Robert flctcher\he Commander in Chief, 
upon the fame 23d of Auguft, when«they alhimed the reins of go- 
vernment, and fkned an order to Colonel Stuart the fecond in com- 
mand, 08 whom Ojey conferred the temporary command of the a(my 
on account of the i .difpofition of Sir IlSbert Fletcher, by which order 
they required him, Cblonel Stuart, to put them, the Majority of Council, 
in pofleflion of the fort-houfc, fortrefs and garrifon of Fort St. George, 
and to arreft the perfon of Lord Pigot the Governor. By the fame 
order, the Majority conferred upon Colonel Stuart the command of tlie 
garrifon of Fort St. George, during the prefent danger. 

Here I think it proper to declare that it is by no means my intention 
to criminate or exculpate either Lord Pigot, and the Gentlemen who ad- 
hered to him, or the oppofite party compofed of the Majority of the Mem- 
bers of Council : I do not wifli to embark myfelf in any part of that con- 
troverfy relating to the merits of the queftions which firft produced the 
diffentions, and afterwards the total rupture between Lord Pigot and the 
Majority of Council; for behdes a natural diflike to all manner of con- 
trpverfies where I am not necelTarily and unavoidably called upon to 
take a part, 1 do apprehend that the merits of my Brother’s cafe, Band 
upon grounds totally feparate and diftinft from thofe which have been 
contefted between Lord Pigot on the one hand, and the Majority of 
Council on the other; I have hitherto avoided, both in the India-houfe 
and in Parliament, taking any fliare in the queftions agitated betweeni 
thefe parties, and it is my intention to continue to do fo, unlefs points 
Ihould occur where my Brother’s honour or intereft might happerf 
to be effentially affeded, and in which I may think him fo much 
in the right, as to make it an unavoidable duty on me to Band 
forward in bis behalf. • 

I mean, therefore, here to confine myfelf to the particular circum- 
fiances under which Colonel Stuart aded, in obedience to orders from 
Superiors, whom he thought himfelf bound to obey, without taking 
upon myfelf to fay or infinuate, whether thefe Superiors did right ' 

or 
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or* wrong, in iffuing th^ orders? neither fljall I prefume to give 
an opinion, whether the violent ftds, cither of the one party or the 
other, were right in themfelves, or judihable from t'afons of expe- 
diency or neceflity. 


The written order of 23d of Auguft 1776, to Colonel Stuart, for 
putting the Majority of Council in poflelTion of the fort, and for arreft- 
ing the'perfon of Lord Pigot, was figned by Seven Members of the 
Council, which conftiluted an unqueftionablc Majority ; and it is far- 
ther to be obferved, that one of thofc Members who figned that order, 
was the Commander in Chief, Sir Robert Fletcher. 

At the lime when Colonel Stuart received this order, he had no feat 
or vote in Council, no deliberative voice ; his duty was that of obedience 
only to his lawful fuperiors, civil and military; he thought it therefore 
indilpenfibly his duty to obey the joint orders of a clear Majority of 
Council, concurring with the Commander in Chief; convinced, as he 
has always been, and ftill declares himfelf to be, that the legal 
conftitutional government in the Company’s fettlement at Madras is 
veiled, not in the Governor or Prefident alone, nor in the Gover- 
nor with a Minority of Council, but in the Majority of the Members 
of Council. 

Upon the fame day that the Majority of Council and the Commander 
in Chief figned the above order to Colonel Stuart, there was an offer to 
him of the command of the army, from^Lord Pigot and his Lordfhip's 
friends in Council. The general orders iflued by them of that date 
were in thefe words : 

“ Fort St. George, 23d Aug. 1776. 

- “ The Right Honourable the Prefident and Council having been 
** plcafed to order Brigadier-general Sir Robert Fletcher in arreft, for be- 

ing 
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ing concerned in circulating letters tending t^excite and caufe mutiny 
“ and fedition Jimong the troops in this garrifon, Colonel James 
“ Stuart^is ordered to take upon him the command of the troops uiider 
“ this Prefidcncy, and all reports and'returns are to be made to him 
“ accordingly.” i * 

Here then Colonel >Stuart, to whom upon the fame day the tem- 
porary command of the army .was offered by one party, and the 
abfolute unlimited command by the other, with pofitive requifitiotft 
from each to a<fl under their authority, was placed in one of the moft 
delicate and difficult fituations that ever fell to the llrare of any military 
man;— it was impoffible for him to be an inadfive or an idle fpcc- 
tator. 

Had he refiifcd the command of the army, and thus incurred 
difobedience to the orders of both parties, he was liable to be per- 
fecuted by both, at leaft by the party which Ihould gain the afccn- 
dant, by whom he would certainly have been put under arreft, and 
brought to trial by a Court-martial for difobedience of orders. 

He was therefore reduced to this alternative, that he mufl; either 
give fupport to the government of Lord Pigot, to the prejudice of 
all the fufpended Members of the Majority, and to the prejudice of his 
Commander in Chief, then ordered under arrell, and about to be tried 
for his life; or he mufl: obey the joint orders of the Commander in, 
Chief, and the Majority of Council. 


The fituation was a very.hard and difagrceablc one for Colonel Stuart v 
becaufe, whether he obeyed the orders of one or the other party, he 
was certain to meet with much blame, outcry, and pcrfecution, from 
the oppofite party. We all know how liberally thefe have been bc- 
ftowed upon him, in the event which has happened j but^Iet us i'up-, 
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pofe the contrary cvcntir that he had difobeyed the orders of the Majo- 
rity and Commander in Chief, and given his fupport p the government 
of J^ord Pigot and the Minority, what an opening^ would that have 
afforded for obloquy and perfetution ? 

His accepting of the command from the Qoverfior and the Minority 
would have been aferibed to the bafe ungenerous motive of fupplanting 
Sir Robert FJetcher, the Commander in Chief ; and, fuppofing Lord 
Vigot to have prevailed at that time, and to have proceeded with the 
fulleft career of fuccefs in cftablifhing his government upon the ruins 
of the Majority of Council, and even without any further rcfiftanoe 
on their part, or any dillurbance in the fettleraent, there can fcarcely be 
a doubt that when the news of thefe tranfadions reached England, 
they would have excited a general difapprobation of the violent meafures 
by wliich a Majority of Council had been deprived of their fundions, 
and the Commander in Chief of the forces put under arreft, and fuper- 
ceded in his command. 

Upon that occafion too, the military officer who had lent his aid for 
eftablifhing that new government, who had availed himfelf of the op- 
portunity to fupplant and to get into the place and profits of his Com- 
mander in Chief, and who had been guilty of difobedience of orders, 
both with refped to that Commander and the Majority of Council, 
would moft probably have felt the fevereft effeds of the indignation 
of the Diredors and Proprietors of the Honourable Company, and of 
the public at large. 

My rcafon for faying that there can fcarcely be a doubt that fuch 
would have been the reception given at home to the violent proceedings 
in Auguft 1776 in fufpcncling the Majority of Council, is founded not 
only on the nature of the incidents themfclves, but on the difapprobation 
which has been exprcHcd by the India Company of that part of Lord 
Pigot’s condud, when taken into confideration in this country at a time, 
and under clrcumflances the moft favourable for his Lordfhip, and 
the leaft a^ifpicious for thofe who had oppofed him. 

if 



( 9 ) 

If any degree of dlfapprobation and 6enfure"^f thofe parts of his 
Lordfliip’s conduft *ould take place at a time when fo much generous and 
natural fymnathy af.ife from the harddrips and reverfe of fortune which 
Lord Pigot had experienced, — at a time wnen the minds of men were in 
general more filled with anlmofity and indignation againft thofe who had 
been the occafion of his fufferings, than attentive to any errors or irre- 
gulaiities in liis Lordfliip’s condud or principles of government, how 
different would it have been, if the difpatches from India, inflead of 
bringing accounts of any hardfhips fuffered by Lord Pigot, or by thofe 
who adhered to him, had been filled only with the news of the Ivtrd- 
fliips, indignities, and prejudices fuftained by the oppolite party, and 
of Lord Pigot’s having been afllfled and abetted in the eftablifliment of 
this new government by the fecond in the military command, who by 
this revolution had attained the command in chief ? 

I am well warranted to fay, that in the cafe here fuppofed, the outcry 
and indignation both againft Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart would have 
been more general, and better founded, though they could not have been 
more violent than what Colonel Stuart has experienced in the oppofitc 
cafe which has happened. 

It muft be allowed then, that Colonel Stuart was moft unfortunately 
clrcumftanced, fince whichever fide of the queftion he efpoufed in thefe 
unhappy difputes between the Governor and the Council, and to 
whichfoever of the parties he gave his obedience and fupport, he was 
certain of receiving for his reward much future obloquy and perfe- 
cution. 

But the confequences affecting himfclf wx*re not the only or the moft 
material ones which Colonel Stuarl at the time of taking his decifive 
refolution was bound to attend to; it became proper for himfurtlicr to 
confider, what the poflible or probable confcqucnccs might he, to the 
Company’s fettlement in that part of the world, in cafe he Ihoul'd obey 
the orders of Lord Pigot and the Minority, in preference to thofe of the 
Majority of Council and the Commander in Chief. 
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Is it at all probabre^, that Sir Robert Fletcher, the Commander 
in Chief, known to have been of a difpofition <neither timid nor 
ii\tlolent, and who was drove to the neceffity of making fome exertion 
for his own fafety, to refcueHiimfelf from his impending fate; I fay, is 
it probable, that he would have tamely and placidly acquiefeed in the 
cflablifliment of the governnaent of Lord Pigot and the Minority, and 
in his own fuperceflion and trial by a Court-martial, even fuppofing, 
• that Colonel Stuart had given his fupport to Lord Pigot ? 

Or again is it probable, that all the gentlemen of the fufpended Ma- 
jority would have placidly and tamely acquiefeed in that new govern- 
ment, and in their own fufpenfion, degradation, and difgrace, without 
making fome efforts to preferve their rights and their confequence in 
the important fettlement of Madras ? 

Is it further to be fuppofed, that thefc gentlemen of the Council, many 
of whom had been long eftablifhed in India, and had extenfive connec- 
tions there, and who were embarked in a common caufc with the" 
Commander in Chief of the troops, would have had no fupport of 
friends, civil and military, to efpoufe their interefts ? Thefe things: 
cannot be fuppofed in conftftcncy with any juft obfervation, on the 
common courfe of events. 

The probability is, if Colonel Stuart, then fecond in command, had 
in the month of Auguft 1776 given his obedience and fupport to Lord 
Pigot and the Minority, in oppofition to the Majority of Council, and 
Sir Robert Fletcher, the Commander in Chief of the forces, that the 
confcquenccs would have been much more ferious and alarming to the 
peace and fecurily of the fettlement, than any which either adually 
happened, or were likely to happen, from Colonel Stuart’s ading- in 
obedience to the orders of the Majority. 

What a dreadful feene, and how alarming in its confequences muft.lt 
have been, if, while one part of the army fliewcd a readinefs to obey the 
orders of Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart, another part, either from at- 
tachmenl or obligations to Sir Robert Fletcher their Commander in 

Chief* 
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Chief, or from thinking his life in danger, ^^rom an opinion that 
tlie legal Governr^ent which they were* bound to obey was vefted in 
the Majority of Council had declared themfeives ready to follow his 
and their •fortunes, .and to give their jiid for fupporting that go- 
vernment ? 

Surely no man can maintain, with an)t degree of certainty, or even 
with a fuperior weight of probability, that this would not liave been the 
cafe ; perhaps I might venture to exprefs my fentiments more ftrongly^ 
on this fubje£l, becaufe, after having been at confiderable pains to in- 
form myfclf accurately, the information I have received from good au- 
thority is very pofitive, that fuch would have been the confeqiieliccs v 
cfpecially too, as the Supreme Council in Bengal had, even before that pe- 
riod, exprefled their fentiments very ftrongly, in dilitpprobation of fomc 
parts of Lord Bigot’s condud; and it is well known, that they after- 
wards had no hefitation to pronounce the Majority of the Council of 
Madras to be the legal government^ and to declare their firm refolu- 
tion to fupport it *. 

Thefe particulars have appeared to me neceflary to be dated at fome 
length, becaufe, in the courfc of all the difeuffions hitherto in relation 
to thefe unhappy didurbances at Madras, they feem almoft to have 
cfcaped obfervation ; no jud allowance has been made for the very 
critical and difiicult fituation in which Colonel Stuart was placed, and 
, in ‘the midd of the outcry againd him, a notion feems fomchow or 


♦ In the letter from the Supreme Council to Lord Pigot of the loth of September 1776, 
they exprefs themfeives thus : We therefore deem it incumbent on us to declare, that ilic 
** rights .and powers of the Governor and Council of any of the Company's Prefidcncies, ar*; 
** veiled by their original cnniHtution, in the Majority of the Board ; that the violence com- 
mitted by your Lcydlhlp, in excluding two of the Members of the Council of Fort St. 
** George, fr m their places, was a violatiofl of that conftitution ; that the mcafares takern 
by the Majority to recover the aHual government, which of right is veiled in them, aiofc 
** from the necclfity of the cafe ; and that we fliall acknowledge and fupport the title and aii- 
thority which they confequcncly po/Tcfs.** 

At the fame timC|. the Supreme Council wrote to Sir Edward Hughes, commanding his 
Majclly*s fquadronin India, ** requelling that he would unite with them in affording his alfill- 
** ance and fupport to the actual government of Madras, if any change of circumllance Ihould 
** render it ncccffary for them to defire it.” 
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Other to have prevallp^ as if hd had been ofHcioufly and unncceflarlly 
aftive, without confidering that he was placed in aa fituation, where 
it was impoflible for him to be an idle fpeftator, and where he 
was reduced to the alternative of paying obedience 'and giving adlive 
fupport cither to Lord Pigot and the Minority, or to the Majority of 
the Council united with the Glommandcr in Chief. 

We all know the total extent of the prejudice and mifehief that has 
^ happened in the one cafe; but no perfon can take upon him to fay, of 
how much greater magnitude the mifehief and confufion in the fet- 
tlement might have been, if the contrary event had happened, by 
Colonel Stuart’s obeying the orders of the Minority, inftead of thofe of 
the Majority. 

It is the bufinefs of the Members of the Majority who ilTued 
the orders, to fhew the neceflity or propriety of thefe orders, 
for which they alone are refponfible; and the only thing incumbent 
on Colonel Stuart, is to fliew the neceflity he was under to obey 
them ; and he perfuadcs himfelf that he lhall not only be able to give 
the utmoft fatisfaflion on that head, but likewife further to prove, be- 
yond the poflTibility of doubt, that he executed thofe orders in a man- 
ner, which of all others was the beft calculated to avoid bloodihcd and 
confufion in the fettlement. 


The modeoftxe- ^ that It will pot be difputed by any man, and 

euting the orders ' much, lefs by any man of military experience, that it is a material part 

ferebt^hingpof. charged with fuch an unpleafant and 

fejjionofthe for- hazardous order, to ftudy to execute it in fuch a manner, as may 

*refting'the‘perfon endanger the lives either of thofe who are thelobjeds of the 
4f Lord Pigot, ^ order, or, of thofe by whom it is to be carried into execution, and 

at 
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at the fame time may be the beft cakulated avoiding tumults ia 
the community. 

It is admitted on all hands, that all thefc material purpofes were 
complctely’anlwered by the mode in whi^h the arrcft of Lord Pig8t, 
and the poffeffion of the fortrefa of Fort St. George, were accora- 
pliflicd ; for there was not a litc loft ; n^y, not the fmalleft perfonal 
hurt received by any one man in the fettlement upon this occafion.““ 
Not only fo, but from the day of Lord Pigot s arreft, on the 24th ^ 
of Auguft 1776, to the arrival of the new Government at Ma- 
dras, in the end of Auguft 1777, there had not been any tumult or 
difturbance in the fettlement, in confequcnce of the incidents of the 
month of Auguft 1776, nor any man imprifoned or injured mlus per- 
fon or property ; and further, fo little was there of confufion or anar- 
chy in the fettlement, that according to my information, the accuracy 
of which you, Gentlemen, have the beft opportunities of knowing, the 
inveftments for the Company during that period, from the Madras 
prefidency, were to a greater amount than they had ever been known 
during any fimilar fpace of time, and the revenues of the Company on 
rc-letting their home-farms contiguous to Madras were very confider- 
ably encreafed. 

From thefc fads, one would be apt to think, that a great commer- 
cial Company, whofe chief and ultimate objed muft be the peace and 
tranquillity of the fettlemcnts belonging to them, and the profpenty 
of their commercial interells, would feel fome partiality for an officer 
in their fervice, who in the execution of fuch orders, which he thought 
himfelf under a neceffity of obeying, had fo managed, as to avoid 
every mifebief that might have bjen fatal to the peace of the fettle- 
ment, or to the lives and properties of thofe who refided in it. 

In all the papers or letters from Colonel Stuart, public or private, he 
has always expreffed the higheft fatisfadion that the arreft of Lord Pigot, 

and the obtaining poffeffion of the Fort, had been accomplilhed without 

» any 
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■any pcrfonal injury t^bi^Lordflii^j or any of hia frienda, and without one 
drop of blood being fpilt upon the occafion : this Jhie at the fame time 
is very confident could not have happened, if he had purfued any 
other plan, than that which was adopted ; and particularly that a 
very different feene, and moft probably much bloodfhed and tumult, 
muft have enfued, if Lord Pigot had been arrefted in the fortrefs of 
Fort St. George ; or if, from the conduct of Colonel Stuart or others, 

, Lord Pigot had perceived or fufpedled that there was an intention of 
arrefling him. 

Colonel Stuart is alfo perfuaded, and the nature of the cir- 
cumfiances demonftrate, that difagreeable confequences of the fame 
nature muft have happened, if the obtaining poffelfion of the 
fortrefs and garrifon of Fort St. George had been attempted, without 
the previous arreft of Lord Pigot, while his Lordfhip. by his pcrfonal 
prefence, joined to that of his adherents, was at liberty to have infti- 
gated the whole or part of the garrifon, to declare on his fide, and to 
refift the orders of the Majority of Council ; which orders, he. Co- 
lonel Stuart, was bound at all hazards to carry into execution; for thp 
terms of them were very exprefs; they peremptorily required him 
to put them (the Majority of the Council) in pofleftion of the Fort- 
houfe, garrifon, and fortrefs of Fort St. George. 

Colonel Stuart had accordingly formed a plan and taken his arrange- 
ment for getting pofleflion of the fortrefs at all hazards, and he hai no 
doubt that he could have fuccecdcd in it; but at the fame time thinks 
that it might very probably have been attended with the lofs of many 
lives, and in all likelihood w'ould have been more fatal to Lord Pigot 
and his adherents, than to thofe who were to carry the orders of the 
Majority into execution, who knew that they could depend upon the 
numbers, fidelity, and firronefs of that part of the troops which they 
had at their command for the accompliftimcnt of this unikirtaking. 

The probability or even the chance of fuch difagrdeable events 
happening, was fuflicient to determine Colonel Stuart to avoid the 

meafures 
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meafures of open force, while therC was ^flibility of accom- 
plifhing the fame '.ultimate objcds by any other juftifiable means 
permitted by the terms of the order he had received. This 
gave rife t*o th^ plan concerted with Colonel Eidington, CaptaTn 
Lyfaght, and Major Horne, for arrefting the perfon of Lord 
Pigot, when on his road from the Fori to the Company’s Gaiden- 
houfe, and of conducing his Lordlhip with fafety and without infult 
of any fort to the Mount, at the diftance of about feven miles from , 
Madras, there to be under the charge of Major Horne, the command- 
ing Officer of the corps of Artillery, who was a perfon well known to 
and refpedted by Lord Pigot, and whofe general charader put him 
above any fufpicions of improper treatment of his Lordffiip. 

As foon as the arreft of Lord Pigot was over. Colonel Stuart inftantly 
returned to Madras, and put the garrifon and fortrefs into the polTcffion 
of the Majority of Council, from whom he had received his orders; 
and in this manner, by the fecrecy and rapidity with which he car- 
ried into execution the orders he had received only the preceding day, 
every objed was accompliOted, without the lofs of one life, and with- 
out any difturbance in the fettlement. 

But, notwithftanding the rapidity with which thefe decifivc ft'eps w’erc 
taken, an incident happened on the evening of the 34th, even after it 
was known that the perfon of Lord Pigot had been arrefted, which, 
though it has hitherto been little adverted to, is well worthy of atten- 
tion, becaufe it tends to ffiew what alarming confequences might pof- 
fibly have happened, not only to Lord Pigot himfelf, and his friends, 
as well as to thofe that oppofed them, but even to the fettlement in 
general, if Colonel Stuart, in the execution of the orders, had followed 
any other plan than that which he adually adopted for attaining pof- • 
feffion of the fortrefs. • 

The incident I allude to, is what happened on the parade, in the 
evening of the 24th of Anguft, after Lord Pigot had been arrefted, 
and when the fortrefs of Fort St. George had been put into the^ofleffion 

of 
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of the new government. Mr, Claud Ruflel, one of the Civil Counfel- 
lors of Lord Pigot’s party, was found that evening or(lcring the guards to 
fl^d to their arms, to pay obedience to him, as the comfaanding officer 
in the abfence of Lord Pigdt, and endeavouring, by every means in 
his power, to excite the guards to refiftance and violence, while, at this 
very time too, Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke, both feniors to Mr. 
Ruffell in the Council, were aGually in Fort St. George, and affemblcd 
* upon public bufinefs in the Council-chamber at the Fort-houfe. 

I beg leave to ftatc thefe incidents precifely in the words of the In- 
fornvition given by Mr. Ruflel himfelf, when examined upon oath 
before the Coroner’s inquefl: at Madras, upon the 13th of May 1777; in 
page agthand 30th of the colledion of papers lately publiflied relating 
to that inqueft, Mr. Ruflell Rates what pafled upon the parade 
in the fortrefs of Fort St. George, in the evening of the 24th of 
Auguft, in thefe words : 

“ Hearing foon after that Lord Figot had been earried a prifoner to 
“ the Mount t this Informant (Mr. Rujfcl) thought it his duty y as fe- 
cond in Councily to repair immediately to She Fort. In his way thi- 
“ thery this Informant met with Mr, Stone, who accompanied this In- 
“ formant ; when they entered the Fort and came near to the main-guard, 

“ this Informant met the Town-major, Captain Wood, who told this In- 
“ formant, that he ( Captain Wood ) had been put tinder an arref for doing ' 
“ bis duty ; this Informant therefore direllcd the Town-adjutant, Lieu- 
“ tenant Fendergait, who happened to be near, to go to the Captain of 
‘‘ the main-guard, and acquaint him, that it was his orders, in the ab- 
“ fence of Lord Figot, that the guards fhould fand to their arms. Ob- 
ferving that the Captain of the m&in-guard ( Captain Adair) hefitated 
“ to comply with thofc orders, this Informant went himfelf to Captain 
“ Adair and repeated his orders, apprifmg Captain Adair of the danger 
“ of refufmg obedience, as this Informant was the commanding Officer in 
*' the abjence of Lord Figot, under ivhofe orders the guards were. 

“ Captafn Adair feemed to be much alarmed, and muttered fornething 
“ about the Commander in Chief-, upon which this Informant ajked Cap- 
4 “ tain 
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** tain jidah't if be had received ajiy orders ^contrary to what this In- 
“ formant then gave him. Captain Adair anfvifcred in a confufed man- 
“ ner, that he had received orders from the Commander in Chief About 
“ this timc\i crowd of officers affembled rounds and as the guard*ap- 
“ peared to be ftanding to their arms f part having already fallen in^ 
“ this Informant was advancing towards their front , when Colonel 
“ fames Stuart came up to this Informant^ and told him he mujl go to 
“ the Confultation-room. This Informant replied^ he was not under 
“ the orders of Colonel Stuart, but on the contrary, that he was undef 
“ the orders of this Informant. Some more words to the fame tendency 
“ paffed between Colonel Stuart and this Informant, when Colonel <Stuart 
“ called out orderlies, ordering them to feize the Informant. Lieutenant 
« Colonel Eidington and Captain Barclay, each feizing this Informant 
“ by the arm, this Informant called out to the officer of the guard for 
“ nffijlance, but in vain, although fome of the grenadiers did fep out of 
“ their ranks. In this manner, this Informant was dragged by Colonel 

fames Stuart, Lieutenant-colonel fames Eidingtoun, and Captain 
“ Barclay, fome orderlies pufJsing this Informant behind, to the Council- 
“ room; where this Informant found Meffrs. George Stratton, Sir Ro- 
“ bert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floycr, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
“ four dan, and George Mackie, fitting at the Council-tahle, This informant 
“ was detained in the Council-room, until Colonel fames Stuart diclated a 
“ narrative of what had paffed upon the parade, to Mr, foiirdan, who 
“ appeared to all as fecretary." 

In another account given by Mr. Ruflcl of this fame matter, alfo 
upon oath, in the month of Auguft 1776, there arc the following ad- 
ditional circum (lances: 

“ That Colonel Stuart, upon feiing feveral of the grenadiers advancing 
“ from the ranks towards him (Mr. Ruffel), feendd to be fo much 
“ alarm'd with this, that he quitted his hold of the Deponent ( Mr. Ruf- 
“ fel), and ran back to puff the grenadier's into the ranks, with oaths 
“ and threats ; that, after effetling this. Colonel Stuart returned to ajjijl 
“ Colonel Eidington, and Captain Barclay, l>y laying hold of the Depo- 
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neni*s nvrlft^ and calling for aft orderly ferjeant^ t$ puflj hm (Mr. 
^ ‘‘ Riffel ) behind^ 

The inference I draw from thefc fads is, that when we fee that 
fucfi a fenfation and bcginnltig of dlfturbance could'bc prbduccd in 
the garrifon at a time fo unfavourable for Lord Pigot’s friends, 
when his Lordfliip was in fafi? cuftody with the corps of artillery at 
the Mount; and when there w^as fo little time or opportunity 
^fforded them to prepare for any plan of refiftancc ; and when 
we fee that this Gentleman, Mr. Ruflel, though unfupported by 
the other Members of the Minority, was relblutcly bent on refift- 
ance, Mid every thing in his power to excite the guards to it, and 
had adually made fuch an iinprcffion, as at one time to make fomc of 
the guards ftand to their arms, and afterwards to excite fomc of the 
grenadiers to ftep out of their ranks to give him fupport, if the further 
progrefs of thefc firfl imprclfions had not been checked by Colonel 
Stuart’s violently threatening and puflinig back thefe grenadiers, and 
afterwards laying hold of Mr. Ruflel, and forcibly taking him from 
the parade ; I fay, when wc obferve all thefc things, do they not 
afford the mofl: complete convidion, that if Lord Pigot had not been 
arrefted, but had been with the garrifon, or at liberty, at the time wlien 
Colonel Stuart, in obedience to his orders, was to feize the fortrefs, 
there muft have enfiied a very furious conflid, and the lofs of many lives. 

Without any difparagemcnt to Mr. Ruflel, who I know enjoys a rc- 
fpedablc charadcr, and who Ihcwcd as much zeal and rcdblulion as 
was poflible for any man in his circiimflanccs, I may on good grounds 
prefume, that Lord Pigot himfclf, liad he been in a lituation to ad, 
would not have been Icfs zealous or Icfs determined ; and tliat his 
perfonal prefence in the ganifon, wIAtc, as Covernor of the fort, he 
had a right to command, and accompanied \viih friends who would have 
fupported him on the occalion, could not have failed to liave produced 
a very diflerent fpirit and degree of refiflance among the troops in the 
garrifon ; it muft have been of a much more ferioiis nature, than 
, what was 6r could be produced by the clforts of any of the Counfellors 
of Lord Pigot’s party, who had never aded but in a civil capacity. 

Lord 
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Lord Pu^ot’s former military aftiorts, his rank, the command he was 
accuflomcd to have of tlic guards of tlic garrifon, and his kiiowi^^in- 
trcpidily and^varnitli of temper, would certainly have dilpofed many 
of the guflrils t« have ('heyed him ; aiu^ tlicre can hardly he a dofibt 
that he would have rlfl^cd his own and tlicir lives, rather than yield 
to tlic power which rcopiircu podcflion (;f his garrifon ; and tliat in all 
probability lie and many of his adherents, overpowered by numbers, 
would have fallen. 

Let any man fairly cftiniatc in his own mind thefe events which, 
in all human probability, would have happened, compare them with 
lliofe which adually did happen, and then declare ingcnuoully, 
whether he thinks Colonel Stuart is entitled to merit or demerit, with 
the Kaft India Company, with Lord Pigot’s friends, and with this coun- 
try in general, for preferring to every other, the plan which was adually 
purfued. 


The mode of arreftIngLord Pigot, and feme of the circumftanccs at- ohjeHions to 
tending the accomplilliment of it, have been loudly complained of, not the mode of ar- 

r 1 r 1 T • n r 1 rejt COnfldeVCd,, 

as afleding either the peace or the Icttlement, or the interclts or the 
Company; hut on this ground, that the arreft is faid to have been 
brought about in a manner that was unhandfome, and deceitful, and 
that I may not feem to avoid hating it in the llrongcfl; terms, even 
treacherous to Lord Pigot. 

Upon thefe topics every circumftance or commentary that could he 
colledcd from the mouths of •enemies to Colonel Stuart, lias been 
wrought up with uncommon ingenuity to inllamc tlie mineb. of the 
Laft India Proprietors, and of the public at large, agaiull him; fo 
much fo, that there could not have been more rage and violence, if, 
inhead of applying his utmoll attention and management to favc Lord 
Pigot’s life, he had been guilty of his murder ; or if, inhead of avold- 

D 2 ing 



< ao ) 

ing confufloo In ths-^lcttlemeut, he had involved it in tumult and 
bloodied. 

If it were unqueftionably afcertained upon an examination pf unpre- 
judiced and impartial pcrfons* that Colonel Stuart, in the circum- 
ftances in which he was placed, had a£ted improperly and with deceit, 
harllincfs, or treachery to Lord* Pigot, I may venture to fay that there 
is no pcrfon to whom that part of his condud could give more 
■ncafinefs, and real concern, than to myfelf; or who would be lefs apt 
to attempt any vindication, even of a Brother, in fuch particulars. 

I fliould have no hcfitation to condemn _any harfli or improper beha- 
'Tiour towards Lord Pigot, on a double account ; both bccaufe fuch beha- 
viour would be very unfuitable from one Gentleman to another, and 
bccaufc Lord Pigot was a charader entitled to refped and atten- 
tion from the world in general, and particularly from thofe conneded 
with the Eaft India Company, to which he had rendered fuch Iignat 
fervices at a former period of his life. 

But when the minds of men arc much heated in party conteft, we 
arc not to give implicit faith to the aflertions either of the one party 
or the other, with regard to the condud of a perfon, whofe part in the 
bufinefs allotted to him has rendered him obnoxious, — efpecially in fa 
far as thefe alfertions relate not to fubHantial fads, incapable of being 
midaken, but relate to exprcfllons uttered in thecourfeof converfation, 
and even to the manner, and the tone of voice which accompanied them. 

It happens fo often that fuch expreflions, and the circumftanccs attend- 
ing them, are meant, underftood and related in fo very different a 
manner, by different perfons prefent at the fame iuflant, that no folid 
reliance can be placed on them as articles of accufation. 

. I therefore fliall not think it nccelfary to take much notice of fome of 
the articles which fall under that defeription ; • let it however be remem- 
bered, that the accounts which were in the beginning circulated by one 
, party, concerning Colonel Stuart’s expreflions, or converfations, in 
the courfe of the tranfadions of the 24th of Auguft, are exprefsly denied 
and contradided by the other party. 


When 
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When the accounts of the dlfturbatticcs at re ached 

this country, Colonel Stuart’s friends were not fupplied with^i? 
proper inforirlktion for anfwcring the various alTertioiis or ca- 
lumnies with which his condufl: was aftacked; becaufe not having 
any idea that he was to be traduced in fuch a manner, he bad 
not fupplied his friends with the means *of obviating or refuting the 
imputations. — Colonel Stuart at Madras could not divine the terms of 
the Letter which Mr. Dalrymple wrote from Alexandria, at the dif- 
tance of many hundred miles ; — nor could he forefee at Madras, the 
liberties which, in confequence of that Letter, and of other reports^ cir- 
culated at the commencement of this Indian difputc, were taken with 
him in this country, at the diftance of fome thoufand miles. 

The firft time that his attention to certain imputations was more parti- 
cularly excited, was in the month of April 1777* He was at that time at 
Tanjore, and received, by means of a friend at Madras, the copy of a 
pamphlet or cafe drawn up on Lord Pigot’s part, which had been 
printed with great fecrecy in India, to be forwarded to this country. 

By the firft conveyance, after he had feen that pamphlet, I received 
a letter from my Brother, wherein, amongft other things, he parti- 
cularly gives an account of what pafled in the Council- room on the 
evening of the 24th of Auguft, immediately before the arreft took 
place; and the account there given, exprcfsly contradidls the de- 
clarations, Imputed by Lord Pigot’s friends to Colonel Stuart, during 
the courfe of that interview in the Council- room. What he fays to 
me in his private letter on this fubjedt, which I am ready to fubmit 
to your perufal, is in thefe words : 

As to what is falfdy f aid of ii^y having given my honour to obey 
“ the orders of Lord Pigot’s fadtion, I truft, that, Independent of my 
own affertlon being full as good as the aflertion of Mr. Rud'cl fo 
“ nearly connedted, the evidence of Mr. Sullivan, who was prefent> 
“ and then adling as Secretary, will be more than fuflicient to overturn 
the calumny; but if I may be believed to have any memoiT’, or to 
be poffefled of common fenfc, or confiftency of condudi, none wj)0 

“ kni)w 
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“ know me poffibl^ think, that the man who wrote and de- 

** Iivercd the letter the morning of that memorable day, the 2-]th of 
“^ugull (of which you have a copy), could poUiblj' make fuch a 
“ declaration the fame evenirfg. * 

“ Very true it is, indeed, that the memhers of Lord Pigot’i fadlon 
“ had fummoned me to mc(?t them in order to crol’b-qiieilion. and if 
‘‘ poffibic, commit and entrap me in feme fnarc; and as I had no pre- 

• vious notice of their intention, it required the utmofl effort of 
“ caution and prudence in me to elude their intentions. At the 

ptecife time of this fiery ordeal, the fccrct was in the power of near 
“ fifty perfons, including the parties at that very moment pofied on 
the road to the Garden-houfc under the Adjutant-general, and Cap- 
tain Lyfaught ; the commanding officer of the artillery at the Mount, 
had alfo drders to receive him ; the Commandant of the Fort had 
likewife agreed to receive my orders on every emergency ; Lord 
Pigofs chaife was at the door; what then was for me to do, at 
that mofl critical period ? Had I bluntly contradided their aflertions, 
with regard to their legal powers, or in direft terms refufed to obey, 
“ the Settlement muff have been involved, together with myfclf and 
“ the Gentlemen who obeyed my orders from a fenfe of their duty, in 
fccncs of the grcatcfl horror ; for Lord Pigot, as was natural to 
“ fuppofe, was refolved to have remained in the Fort, and to have 
“ exerted every authority given him by his military commiffion; and I 
“ was equally refolved to have carried him by force from thence to the 

• Mount, at tlie rilk of falling In the attempt. What other line could 
‘‘ a man of common prudence or humanity follow, than that which I 

I did, viz. neither alfcrting nor denying their propofitions, but ap- 
pcaring, as I really did, paffivc on the occafion. It was a trial of 
“ fkill, which lafled atlcaft three quarters of an hour. Inflead of Iclf- 
** condemnation, the retrolpcd of the part I adted at that time affords 
‘‘ me the grcatcfl latisfadlion, bccaufe, under Providence, to that is 
owing, what the annals of hiflory will not produce, viz. fo univer- 
4 “ fal 
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fal a change being brought about fo fuddcniy and without any Indl- 
vidual being hurt in his pcrfon/* 


clt 


But there is>«ic clrcumftance, whlch^ does not fall within the fle- 
fcrlption of expreflions or converfations, liable to be miftaken, and it 
is that which of all others has made tl^ moft noife, and excited the 
greateft prejudice againft Colonel Stuart in this bufmefs, the circum- 
ftance of his accompanying Lord Pigot in the chaife at the time when 
he was arrefted. 

That Colonel Stuart did accompany Lord Pigot in the chaife from 
the Fort to the place where he was arrefted, on the q4th of Aflguft, 
which was about 700 paces from the fort of Madras, is certainly true ; 
and I liavc no hefitation to fiy, that fince Lord Pigot was to be arrefted, 
I moft fmcerely wifh that it could have been accompliflicd without 
Colonel Stuart’s attending him in the chaife, fuppofing that praftlcablc 
with equal fafety to his Lordlhip’s perfon, and to the peace and fccurity 
of the fcttlcmcnt : for I do own, that to perfons at a diftance from the 
fccne of adion, this circumftancc carries, upon its firft appearance, fome- 
tliing very difagrccable and unfavourable for the perfon who was placed, 
or placed himfclf, in that filuation. 

1 have no right to be furprifed that It (hould have excited, in the 
early ftages of this bufmefs, a confiderable degree of prejudice againft 
Colonel Stuart, fincccvcn the relation and friendfliip between him and 
me did not at that period totally exempt me from the inlluencc of the 
lame prejudices. 

At the time w^hen thefe prejudices moft prevailed, whicli was upon the 
arrival of the firft accounts of the unhappy difturbanccs at Madras, no 
pci Ion in this country was fupplich with proper information as to the 
motives of Colonel Stuart’s ^ondutF in that particular; nor was there 
any allowance made for the confiderations of a public nature, which 
might have induced him t(j\ take this ftep of attending Lord Pigot in 
the chaife, even at the rifque of temporary irnpreflions to the^ prejudice 


of his charader as a private man. 
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I do not mean, however, to enter into the difcufllon of any abftrad 
imgprdlij^y-quenKmb; nor MU I attempt to mark out the prwcile line 
to’^be purfued, where the duties which one owes to the public, are to be 
ptt in competition with thole which a man may f^*ily be fuppofed 
to owe to himfelf. 

Thefc are queftions of delicate difcufllon, and whether decided in 
one way or the other, there are fo many hazards that general maxims 
upon fuch topics may produce mifehief to fociety rather than utility, 

* that it is perhaps better to avoid, than to embrace any opportunity of 
abftra£t reafoning upon them. 

Bfit this I may venture to aflirm, that when the condudl of any 
man is unfortunately diftraited by contradiftory obligations, and when 
the duties he owes to the general interefts of the ftate, or to that par- 
ticular body of men, in whofe fcrvicc he is employed, happen to in- 
terfere with the attention due to his own private charader and repu- 
tation; the dccifion in fuch an alternative mull be truly dillrcfllng. 
A plaufible ground will always remain for cenfure and difapproba- 
tion, and, as has happened in Colonel Stuart’s cafe, men will impute 
to the errors of condud what arofe from the difficulties of fituation. 

Inftead, therefore, of entering into the difcufllon of any general 
queftion, I lhall only beg leave to ftate the particular fituation in 
which Colonel Stuart found himfelf, at the time when it appeared to 
him of eflential confequence that he Ihould accompany Lord Pigot in the ' 
chaife, — to point out the hazards which might have enfued if this mode 
had not been adopted,— and to endeavour to corred the errors and mif- 
reprefentations which attended the firft editions of this ftory ; for in 
the accounts at fit ft circulated, circumftances of friendlhip and con- 
nedion between Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart, and of treacherous 
deceits pradifed upon his Lordftiip, were fuperadded to the fad of Co- 
lonel Stuart’s accompanying him in the chaife, and thefe mifrepre- 
fentations no doubt contributed greatly to, excite the violence that at 
firft appeared againft Colonel Stuart.. 


X 
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After performing this propofed tafk, I fliall not prefume to otter any 
op!Til5lF*of my own, but leave it to ydu, Gentfe!nStSrt!^^« 4 ji,;£p^ 
own judgmeni upon this part of GilonehStuart’s condud. 

Whatever deglee of management or addrefs, Colonel Stuart may ha^e 
employed in the arrefling Lord Pigot’s perfon, and obtaining poflcflion 
of the fortrefs, I prefume that I may be J\)lowed to take it for granted 
in the firft place, that no one at all acquainted with Colonel Stuart’s 
charailer, or the incidents of his life, will fuppofe that his condudl upon 
this occafion was fuggeflcd or regulated by the motives of attention 
to his own perfonal fafety; his military fervices, and even the acknow- 
ledgment of his enemies, leave no room to queftion his perfonal cou- 
rage and intrepidity. 

There can hardly be a doubt in the mind of any man, that the 
meafure of arrefting Lord Pigot privately, in preference to the other 
alternative of fccuring his perfon in an open and violent manner, pro- 
ceeded from a defire of not occafioning the lofs of lives, and of prevent- 
ingany tumults and confufion in the fettlemcnt ; and it may not be afium* 
ing too much to add, that it proceeded alfo from a defire to avoid any 
chance of injury to Lord Pigot’s perfon. The only quefiion is, whether, 
in the accomplilhment of thefe purpofes. Colonel Stuart employed more 
addrefs, than is juftifiable, even for the attaining any great public objedts. 

It feems to be generally agreed, that fince Lord Pigot was in all 
events to be arrefled, it was much more proper that his arreft fliould 
be accomplifhed in a private' manner, without noife or difturbance, than 
that the hazard Ihould be incurred of any tumult or feuffle, by an open . 
and violent arreft. This preference <^f a private arrejl, includes in it an 
approbation of fomc degree of man|igement, fome addrefs or furprife in 
the accomplifhment of the bufirAfs recommended to the executive 
officer; for without thefe it ceafes to be of the nature of a private arreft, 
the very ohje«3: of which is to lay hold of the perfon to be arrefted, when 
unfufpedling a|^y fuch intenton againft him, and unprepared for rc- 
fiftance. 

So 
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So far at lead then is clear, that it ought not to create any prejudice 
. ajg yj j i tuar t. that lie fecured Lord Pigot’s perfon when uu~ ■ 

prepared for refiftance, and without any fufpicion of -'Rrhat was in- 
tended. , •' 

This may afford an anfwer to a confidcrable part of the outcry which 
was raifed by the undiflingujfliiog multitude, who were affe(fled by the 
contrail drawn, and by the pathetic defcription given of Lord Pigot, 
unprepared for defence, and free from fufpicion ; while he, Colonel 
Stuart, had fettled in his own mind the plan which he was to purfue, 
and fo conduded himfelf, that Lord Pigot could form no fufpicion of 
the went that awaited him. 

Even if Colonel Stuart had been on terms of great intimacy or 
friendlhip with Lord Pigot, the very reverfe of which I beg leave to 
obferve, was the fad, it will probably be allowed by thofe who attend 
to the circumftanccs of the refpedivc fituations of Lord Pigot and 
Colonel Stuart, at that time, that it would have been a blameable 
inilead of a praife-worthy adion on Colonel Stuart’s part, if he had 
not concealed from his Lordfliip the orders he had received, and the 
means by which he propofed to carry them into execution; for in 
judging fairly upon this point, it muff be taken into confideration, 
that Colonel Stuart was not only convinced of his duty to obey that 
order with fidelity and fecrecy, but at the fame time convinced that 
the fafety of Lord Pigot’s perfon, and the prefervation of many ' 
lives, depended upon his Lordftiip’s having no fufpicion of what was 
•intended. 

That the merit or demerit of ^.hefe fteps of concealing from Lord 
Pigot the intended arreft, and of aljtending him in the chaife, may be 
fairly appretiated, it is neceffary, ^hat they fhould be feparated from 
thofe additional circumftanees, which were artfully interwoven with the 
firft accounts of this tran(a£lion, and havin’g ever lince accompanied the 
criticifms on Colonel Stuart’s condud, the' have been one of the prin- 
cipal means of carrying to fuch a height the prejudices againft him. 

5 
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It was faid, that Colonel Stuart, at.the time of thefc tranfaaions, 
jlias-fiTllsl^its of friendfliip and intimacy with 

poflefled a chufiderable lhare of liU confidence ; tiiat he was under ob- 
ligations tQ Pigot, or at lead was courting his favour and co«- 

fidence, that he had invited hiinfelt to lup with Lord Pigot on tlie 23d 
of Auguft, and to breakfaft, and then todinnei and fuppcrvvith him on 
the 24th, the day of the arreft ; and that* all this was done folcly with 
a view of betraying his friend. 

This, to be fure, was a very unfavourable reprclentation tor Colonel 
Stuart, and it is not furprifing that it fliould have excited a warm in- 
dignation againft him it will now, however, appear that not one of 
♦he above particulars has the lead foundation in fad. 

That Colonel Stuart was in no habits of friendfliip or intimacy with 
Lord Pigot, at or about the time of thefe tranfadions, is a fad not 
only aflerted by Colonel Stuart, in the various letters received 
from him, but was known almod to every perfon at Madras ; and 
there are fevcral Gentlemen from India, now in London, both in the 
civil and military departments of the Company’s fervice, who can at- 
ted the truth of thefe aflertions. 

But, independent of any other tedimony, the records of the Company 
afford fatisfadory evidence upon this point. It there appears, that Lord 
Pigot, for a confiderablc time before the incidents of the 23d and 24th 
of Augud 1776, had been In a courfeof thwarting and oppohng every 
plan that had been propofed by Colonel Stuarfs friends, with a view 
to his being edablifhed in a particular military command, which from, 
his rank in the fervice, from the importance of the command, and 
from the opinion of the Comma ider in Chief, Colonel Stuart was 

thought to have a good title to exited. 

From the 25th of June 1276, upon which date Sir Robert Fletcher 
propofed at the Council BoaJd, that Colonel Stuart fliould be appointed 
to the command of Taojorl to the 22d of Augud 1776. when Lord 
Pigot fufpended two of the cVnfellors, for figuing an order to the Se- 
° j 7 2 cretary* 
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cretary, direfting him to fign the inftrudlons to G>lonel Stuart, as 

; LoM Pigot was conftantly in oppc"mofi'S.e 
the propofed appointment of Colonel Stuart to that coiuAiand, and it 
was the difpute between the Majority and his Lor(]/?iip, m relation 
to thefe inftrudions to Colonel Stuart, that brought matters to a crifis 
between them on the 22d of ^Auguft, which, it is material to obferve, 
was but two days before the arrcft of Lord Pigot. 

By attending to this fad, and to thefe dates, every man muft be 
convinced, that there were no apparent habits of friendlhip between 
Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart at or about the time when the Colonel, 
in obedience to the orders which he received from the Majority of 
Council on the 23d of Auguft, concerted and executed the plan for 
arrefting Lord Pigot’s perfon; at leaft, the ftrong and marked oppofi- 
tion which Lord Pigot, had given during the courfe of many weeks, to 
Colonel Stuart’s obtaining the command at Tanjore, was either a 
i^mptom of their being on bad terms, or a circumftance not likely to 
produce much cordiality and friendfhip between them. 

The other imputation of Colonel Stuart’s courting Lord Pigot’s favour,, 
will be found equally unjuft and injurious. 

Inftead of Colonel Stuart’s courting Lord Pigot, for the command of 
the army, it has already been fliewn that he declined that command in» 
July 1776, when Lord Pigot, wifliing to get rid of Sir Robert Fletcher, 
offered the command in chief to Colonel Stuart, then fecond in com- 
mand ; from that time till the 23d of Auguft there was no intercourfe 
between Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart, nor were they in any habits 
of friendfhip or intimacy. , 

With refped to the tranfatflions and conferences between them on the 
23d and 24th of Auguft, they exhibit an uncommon and fingular feene, 
in which there appears foraething very, different indeed from Colonel 
Stuart’s attempting to infinuate himfelf in^o the good graces of Lord 
Pigot and his friends. Inftead of Colonel Stuart’s courting Lord Pigot, 
it is evident that Lord Pigot was courting Colonel Stuart ; fenfible of 
3- ' the 
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the importance of gaining him over to their intereftst Lord Pigot antf 
’ini' fnftnk were at that very time not t»nly cndta'fWIFfe-wjp perfuade 
him to ad ai^ommandcr in Chief, but ufing every effort and adclrcis - 
to obtain fromXm foine exprefs or implied acknowledgment thatjic 
had accepted of that command ; while he, on the other hand, thus be- 
fet, was very much puzzled how to avoid this proffered honour, and 
at the fame time not to divulge the fecrct of the orders he had re- 
ceived from the Majority of Council, which he thought himfelf 
indifpenfably and confeientioufly bound to obey. 

Colonel Stuart’s prefence at the fupper on the evening of the 5.3d, 
and at the breakfaft and dinner on the 24th, at Lord Pigot’s houfe, 
have alfo been converted into charges againll him. — -—They happened 
merely as the accidental and natural confequences of the intercourfe 
which was brought on in the courfe of thefc two days, at Lord 
Pigot’s defirt, that he might have a more favourable opportunity of 
ufing every effort to prevail on Colonel Stuart to accept the command 
in chief. 

Had it not been for this circumftance. Colonel Stuart, who had not 
dined or flipped with Lord Pigot during feveral weeks, and who, 
in that interval, had met with no new inducements to increafe his defire 
of intruding upon his Lordlhip at his convivial hours, would certainly 
not have partaken of his repafts on the 33d and 24th of Auguft, and 
it is now well afeertained that he did not intrude himfelf, but ivas in- 
vited', and particularly it appears, that when he accepted of Lord Pigot’s 
invitation to fup with him on the 23d, he (Colonel Stuart) added this 
condition to the acceptance of th? invitation, " that there fliould be 
“ nothing of bufinefs talked of.” 

As to the dinner on the 24th, Hvhether Colonel Stuart invited him- 
felf, or was invited, though the fa£t is, that he went there by invitation, 
it is really of little confeqiino^ ; for at Madras it is cufiomary for the 
officers, and in general fet ev^y perfon in a certain rank, to dine 
with the Governor, who kews an open table; and the partakers of the 

dinner . 
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ainner are fo very numerous that^it is no mark of particular intimacy 


ing of the 24th, which did not take place, it was at firfl; pofitively 
aflcrtcd in this country, that Colonel Stuart had invited hiinfelf to 
that flipper, and mucli emphalis was put upon that, as well as upon 
the other fuppofed felfinvitations ; but it has fince appeared from Lord 
'Pigot’s own letter to the Directors, dated the 3d of September 1776, 
that the invitation came from hisLordlhip, whofc words in that letter 
are : After dinner I invited him to flipper at the Company’s Garden- 
“ houfc, which invitation he accepted.” 

That you may perceive the authority I have for contradiding the 
afl'ertions, not only with refped to Colonel Stuart’s intruding himfelf 
upon Lord Pigot at his convivial hours, but alfo as to his being 
on terms of intimacy or friendlliip with his Lordfliip about the time 
of the arreft, I beg leave to infert the paragraph of a letter which 
I received from Colonel Stuart, of foold a date as 13th December 1 776. 
It is in thefe words *. 

“ It has likewife been given out by my enemies, that I W’as at the 
“ time in the greateft habits of intimacy with him (Lord Pigot), and 
“ approved of his meafures. The fad is dircdly the contrary ; for 

we had not been on fpcaking terms for a very confidcrablc time be- 
“ fore, and I had not dined at his houfe from the latter end of June 
‘I until the 24th of Auguft, that he alked me to dine, as is ufually the 
“ cafe when any one breakfafts with the Governor, and the occafion 
“ of my breakfafting was the delivering a letter of wdiich I fent you a 
“ copy.” ^ 

It remains now to date what relates to the fad of Colonel Stuart’s 
accompanying Lord Pigot in the chaife t|) tl^e place of arred; feparated 
front thofe inifreprefentations concerni,ng h;s frienddiip and intimacy 
•with Lord Pigot, which have hitheijxo cohdantly attended the men- 
fion of that fad. 


iin either to be invited, or to come unlnvjj,i»d'*^f«.SI. 


or Jrienddm 

occafions. ^ 

JVith regard to the propofed fupper at the Garden-h^ic oit^ the even- 
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It was on the 23d of Anguft that Colonel Stuart received the or- 
"dcT^TrBhk the Majority of Council, to |)ut them of tlljl^, 

fortrefs anS^arrifon of Fort St. George, and to arreft Lord Pigot. 
Colonel Suiarntfcordingly took his meafnres for feizing the fortrafs, 
and for arrefting the perfon of Lord Pigot, even in the Fort, if it could 
not be otherwife accomplilhed ; but he forefaw that this might be at- 
tended with very difagreeable and fatal confcquenccs. 

It therefore became a moft natural and meritorious wifh, on Colonel 
Stuart’s part, that the moft effcilual means fliould be ufed to avoid thefe* 
confequenecs ; there was little time left for deliberation, nor could the 
matter be allowed to hang over in fufpence, in expedlation of a»y ac- 
cidental opportunities of arrefting I^rd Pigot’s perfon in a private man- 
ner, for the fecret of the orders figned by the feven Members of the 
Majority was already in many hands. 

On the 24th of Attguft, Colonel Stuart having learnt that 
Lord Pigot intended to fup that evening at the Company’s Garden- 
houfe, it occurred, that this was an opportunity not to be ncgledcd ; 
and that it afforded the beft, if not the only chance of arrefting Lord 
Pigot in a private manner, without tumult or bloodfltcd. It was there- 
fore refolved, that Lord Pigot’s carriage Ihould be ftopped, and his 
perfon fecured, when on the road from Madras to the Garden - 
houfe. 

The execution of the plan was intruded to three officers of diftin- 
guiftied rank and merit in the Company’s fervice. Colonel Eidington, 
the Adjutant-General, Captain Lyfaght, commanding officer of a bat- 
talion of Sepoys, and Major Horne, who commanded the artillery 
at the Mount; and their inftrudions were, to conduft Lord Pigot to 
Major Horne’s houfe at the Moiyit, there to be under the charge of 
that officer, and to be treated with every poffible mark of perfonal at- 
tention and refpedl. ( i 

Tlie place where Lord Pligot'yas to be arrefted was very near both 
to the Fort and town of ..Madinas, and to the Sepoy guard at the 
Garden-houfe. The total d^lftance from the Fort to the Garden-houfe 

is 
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*ifi fomewhat lers than a mi let the place chofen for the arced was 
s f a mile irom the Fort, and not 200 juflr 
•* ifom the barracks of the Governor’s guard at the Garden^uufe, which 
is, the. place of his reiidencc» and where there is alwa^j^a a cpnfid(?rable 
part of a battalion of Sepoys* for the Governor’s guard. In thefe cir- 
cnmftances it was not eafy to forefee what incidents might poffibly 
arife to obftrudor prevent thearreft in the event of Lord Figot’a making 
refiftance, nor was it eafy tp guard againft the fatal ponferjuenpes that 
•might be producctl by a feufile enfuing, where an alarm might fo 
I'pecdily be fpread. 


Cplonel Stuart having given pofuivc orders to Colonel Eidington 
and Captain Lyfaught, to a r re ft Lord Pigot that evening, thefe officers 
would have thought themfcivcs peremptorily bound in all events to have 
obeyed thefe orders; nor could they have taken it upon them, if their 
commanding officer was not prefent, to vary the orders, or the execu- 
tion of them, as circumftances might require. — This was one ftrong 
inducement to Colonel Stuart to be prefent, and for that purpofe to 
accompany Lord Pigot in the chaife that evening;— Colonel Stuart 
being the commanding officer, who had given the orders, he was the 
only perfon who could adapt the execution of them to the exigency 
of fuch circumftances as might occur; for, in critical affairs of this 
nature, it often happens that unexpefted circumftances beyond the 
reach of human forefight arife in a moment, fufficient to baffle the 
beft concerted plan, unlefs the remedy be as inftantly applied. 

. It occurred alfo to Colonel Stuart, that his being in the fame chaife 
with Lord Pigot, would more eafily prevent the confufion which 
would probably take place from his Lordffiip’s attempting to drive his 
horfes part the officers who were ordered to arreft him, and who were 
on foot, and in the cyent of a feuffle migbt.very probably have fired into 
the chaife. ) 

No fitnation can be imagined in Which ’more rcafons could concur, 
for ftudying every precaution that C($uld /offibly tend to prevent any 
alarm, ftruggle, or confufion j for if tL plan of arreft had failed 
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-in the execution that night, the vtry attempt y whether defeated by rc- 
fiihhioe^nd the lofs of lives, or by Cord Pigot's'”e?cap'Ir.g 1'. ’f" tho^.:' 
who haoS^ecn ordered to arreft him, mull have been produdivc of ilic 
greatcftfonihfion, and have involved jhc fettlemcnt in all the horrors 
of a civil war. 

In ftiort, it appeared to Colonel Stu^t at that time, and he ftill con- 
tinues of the lame opinion, that it would have been unpardonable in 
him in his fituation to fulFer the apprehenfion of the commentaries 
which malice, or millake, might fuggeft, to have outweighed 
the importance of the various objeds and motives of a pub- 
lic nature, as well as the confiderations of humanity for Lord Pigot 
himfelf, and for others, which concurred to excite him to this ftep of 
attending his Lordlhip In the chaife to the place of arreft. 

If the events fubfequent to the arreft had fliewn that I.ord Pigot, by 
Colonel Stuart’s attending him in the chaife, had been brought into a 
fnare which would not olherwife have happened ; — if the objed of it 
had been to affed his life, or even to expofe him to more perfonal in- 
jury;— or if it had appeared that Colonel Stuart could have been aduated 
to this particular mode by finifter views or motives of fclf-intercft, 
and was to receive any perfonal benefits from accomplifliing the arreft 
in this manner ; in all or either of thefe cafes, Colonel Stuart admits 
that the circumftance of his attending Lord Pigot in the chaife ought 
to be viewed in a very exceptionable light, and to receive every unfa- 
vourable interpretation which either has been, or can be beftowed upon 
it. 

But he apprehends that the reverie of all thefe injurious fuppolltions 
have been eftablilhcd beyond the ^oflibility of doubt. 

I lhall here beg leave to tranferibe the paragraph of a letter dated 
the 14th of September 1777, which I received a confidcrable time 
ago from my Brother, the briginal of which is at your command ; and 
what I am now to tranferibe,' will ferve alfo for the purpofe of 
refuting the very unjuft imjiutation endeavoured to be fixed upon Co- ^ 

F lonel 
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• Joncl (jy thofiiwho pretended to believe, or attempted 

yerluadc others, that in the moment of the arreft, Colonel^tuart, 
by His cxprefflons and manner, bad, behaved harflily and ff^n brutally 
to Lord Pigot. * , , 

The paragraph is in thefe words: 

“ I again and again repeat, that no other way than what I followed, 
“ fuggefted from the moft tender regard to humanity, and to the 
“ fafety of Lord Pigot’s own life, copld have cffedlcd this arreft with- 
** out confufion or bloodlhed. In the letter I wrote feveral weeks ago, 
“ I haye entered particularly into the mode of my feizing Lord Pigot, 
“ in anfwer to the paper printed here ; I fliall here add, and declare the 
fame before God, that not an uncivil or improper word fell from my 
** mouth on that occafion. When the Adjutant-general flopped the chaife, 
in which I was along with Lord Pigot, he (Lord Pigot) made a fliort 
“ paufe, and was looking about him ; we were then in the middle of 
** the road, at a very fmall diilance from the Sepoy-guard at his Gar- 
** den-houfe, and many fervants round the chaife, and many people 
pafling in the road. — The moment was critical, not only becaufe the 
“ leaft noife extraordinary would have alarmed, but what is particular, 
“ as the reins were in his hands, and the horfes very fpirited, he might 
“ have forced them on, in fpite of me, and the certain confcqucncc 
“ would have been his getting home ; and myfclf, with all the officers or 
“ others, who, with me, thought it our duty, to obey the Majority as the 
legal government, mull have been difmiflcd the fervicc, or tried for our 
** lives. This led me, on obferving a kind of hefitation to obey on 
“ the part of Lord Pigot, forthwith to feizo the reins with one hand, 
** and put my other hand to his arm : to the beft of my recollctlion, 
“ the precife words I made ufc of wCre, “ My Lord, yon mu ft go out^* 
“ They were uttered, not in a brutal or contempcnoiis tone of voice, 
“ but with the tone of refpcil as well a3|anxiety. — T.ord Pigot then 
** inftantly went out, without my laying ont word more, or his making 
** any anfwer.” 
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In another letter, wrote by my Brother to me from TanjoreJ in 
May j 777, there are the following paragraphs on the fubjeft of Lord, 
Bigot’s Vreft: 

“ I jhofc to obey, what I judged from common fenfc, and what the 
“ Governor-general and Council has lince cflabliflied to be, the only Ic- 
“ g'll government. I have faid that it was at a great rifque that I did this ; 
“ bccaufc every thing that has happened to me would have come to me 
“ in courfc, iuul by the Company’s orders, without any rifque at all, had 
“ I feigned fickncfs, or remained an unconcerned fpedator; bufin 
‘‘ truth, I loR my health, and gained nothing in other refpefts by the 
“ change, except the fatisfaRion of having done my duty; agd therc- 
‘‘ by, I hope, deterred others from innovating or overturning the efta- 
“ blilhed law or conftitution of Government. 

“ I know the pcrfonal refledions of my enemies upon the occafion ; 
“ but as it can never be faid that pcrfonal fear or apprchenfion in- 
“ duced me (under the appearance of going to his, Lord Bigot’s, 
“ country-houfe) to have a place in the chaife with him, and to make 
“ that an ellcntial part of my plan ; I obferve, that as that cannot be 
“ afferted with refped to me, who had the army under my abfolute 
“ command, and who had adually given my orders to take him by 
“ force from the Fort, or wherever he was, had no opportunity 
“ offered of my going in the chaife with him, the unprejudiced Public, 
“ in judging of this ad, will, I hope, therefore, do me the juflice to 
“ infer, that it was from motives of humanity, to prevent bloodflrcd 
“ and public difafter, and for the pcrfonal fafety of Lord Bigot.” • 

I fhall conclude what relates to this fubjed, by barely mentioning the 
ftrong and marked approhatioii, which the whole of Colonel Stuart’s 
condud, at that difficult crifis, received from the Ciovcrnor-general, 
the Commander in Chief, and Supreme Council in Bengal, to whom 
a fuperintending power over all the Company’s fcttlcments in India^ 
both in matters civil and military, was delegated by the authority of 
Parliament. 
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That Supreme Council had tM heS? opportunttiei of being parti- 
•ciilarly and-ii«JfiirtialTy ihfijrmed^df liW’the fa£ls, and circttn^nces, 
which gave occaiioa.. to, which pVe’cedctj anA" accortipanred' the arreft 
of Lo^d Pigot, and after receiving the fufleft ihfeirhiatioh from both- 
parties, and from Lord Pigot himlclf, they gave their complete ap- 
probation, not only of tlic refolqiion taken by the Majority of Coun* 
cil at Madras, of alFerting their right|»uand aihanung the govern- 
ment, but of the mode in which that reiblution had been executed. 

The letters of Sir John Clavering, of the i5th, and' of Governor. 
Haftings, of the j8th of September 1776, which were publilhed when 
thefe difputes were recent in this country, prove that, befides a -ge- 
neral approbation in Council, they both gave great credit to Colonel- 
Stuart, for the mode in which the orders of the Majority of Council 
liad been carried into execution, luithout bkodJISed, •without tumult^ . 
and •without the. violation of one legal form, Thefe are the words of 
Governor Haftings’ letter to Mr, Stratton, wherein he expreffes himfelf 
in the ftrongeft terms, confidering it as a thing almoft without example; 
and in the letter from Sir John Clavering to Colonel Stuart, of the 
15th of September, there is not only an approbation of his conduct, . 
hut, in terms the moft flattering, Sir John Clavering gives him ap- 
plaufe for the honour of conduding fo dijjicult and dangerous a hufnefs^, 
and for the fpirit and magnanimity with which he had executed it. 

It is well known, that no man could poflTibly poflefs a higher 
fenfe of honour, as well as of propriety and delicacy of condud, . 
than the late Sir John Clavering ;• and when we fee that fuch dif. 
tloguilhed marks of approbation were beflowed by him upon Colonel 
Stuart, for the whole of his condud, it ought at lead to go a great 
way in counterading the prejudices wjiich have been fo induftrioufljr 
fpread, and to latisfy the world, that, in the mode of arrefting Lord . 
Pigot, and of carrying the orders of Cduncil into execution, there 
‘had been nothing done that was in any degree improper or unbe» 
coming the qharader of an ofliccr and a gentleman; becaufe, had it 
been oiherwift?, the ftridnefs of Sir John Clavering’s fentiments, and . 

the 
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tfic nice delicacy of his feelings upoa every point of honour, would have 
led him to be more forward than any bne in his cenfure and difappro- 
bation. 

To confirm the weight due to the teftimony of fo refpeiflableaand 
honourable a man- as Sir John Clavering, 1 can prove by letters in my 
pofTeifion, that after full information of what had palled at Madras, 
and after knowing the outcry raifed againft Colonel Stuart by one party, 
Sir John Clavering continued his approbation of Colonel Stuart’s con- 
du£t, and honoured him with the moft fincere friendlhip and con- 
fidential correfpondence till the latell period of his life. 

l am fenfible. Gentlemen, that I require many apologies for taking 
up fo much of your time in the difculfion of what relates to the mode 
of arrefting the perfon of Lord Pigot, and the circumllances immedi- 
aitcly preceding ; but I trull, that I lhall meet with fome indulgence, 
when it is confidered how violently my Brother’s character and 
conduct have been attacked on this point, and when it is alfo con- 
fidered what feverilies and hardlhips he has experienced, in confe- 
quence of the imputations againll him, made at a time w'hen, from 
the dillance of place, there was no opportunity of his being heard in 
his own defence. 

All thefe feverities I mull place to the account of the rage and pre- 
judices raifed againll him on account of the mode of arref ; becaufe, 
independent of that, and of the circumllances immediately preceding 
it, the propriety of Colonel Stuart’s condud necelTarily depends upon 
this very n«y;row point, — Whether he ought or ought not to have 
obeyed the order of the Majority of Council ■, and whichlbevcr way 
men might decide that point In their own. minds, a mere error in 
judgment on Colonel Stuart’s part, fuppcfinrg it to have been an error, 
could not have produced the rage, prejudice, and obloquy, wbich 
have brought upon him fuch grievous feverities and hardlhips. 
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the puniJJjnmits 
\nd hardjhips 
'uftaincd by 
"olonel Stuarl, 
n cotiicquence of 
'he dijiurbances 
it Madras. 


Ilavinp; given fo full an account of Colonel Stuart’s conclud in con- 
fcquence of the orders he had iveceivcd from his Superiors, and having 
flievvn the motives as well as the confecpicnccs of tl>at condud, 1 hope 
I,may now be permitted to put the queflion, What crime has Colonel 
Stuart been guilty of towards you, Geiitlcinen, his Honourable lim- 
ploycrs, or againfl the Interefts of the Eaft India Company ? 

If tlie crime is to be judged of from the nature and extent of the 
puniflimcnts inflided, it muft have been a crime of great magrptude 
indeed, and fuch as could not cafjly be atoned for. — A ihort review, 
therefore, of the punifhments and hardtliips he has fuffered, becomes 
abfolutcly nccetfary, and will clearly evince the truth of this propolition. 

In confequence of the firft reports brought to England in the year 
1777, of the tranfadions at Madras in Auguft 1776, Colonel Stuart 
was fufpended the Company’s fcrvice for fix months; the general 
letter which contained this order of fufpenfion, was carried out by Mr. 
Whitehill, who arrived at Madras in Auguft 1777; the order of fuf- 
penlion was immediately intimated to Colonel Stuart, who, by the 
death of Sir Robert Fetcher, in the month of December preceding, 
had attained the fituation of Commander in Chief, and the rank of 
Btigadicr-goncral in the Company’s fcrvice; to both of which he 
fuccccded in confequence of an agreement with the Eaft-India Cont- 
pany before his departure for India. 

Immediate obedience was given pn the part of Colonel Stuart, 
to the will and plcafure of his Honourable Mafters, and he 
was deprived of the command of the army, which, tor many months 
preceding, he had been mak-r.g every exertion 'to improve and to 
put on the^moft rcfpedable footing. 
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Colonel Stuart was not only thus fufpencicd without any trial, 
without any fpecific crime or chdrge being alleged againft him in the 
order for fiifpcnfion, but he was fupcrceded in the command, by thtf 
appointment of another ofiicer, Colonel Monro, who was font from 
England on purpofe to take tire comnjand of the army at Madras. 

The fupcrceflion of Colonel Stuart by a younger, though a very 
deferving officer in his Majefiy’s fcr\ice, was, according to the mili- 
tary etiquette, an additional circumflancc ct mortification, efpccially 
as the new Commander in Chief, Colonel Monro, obtained at once the 

m 

rank of Major-general in the Company’s fervlcc. 

This fupercellion was not for a limited time; as General Monro’s com- 
mifllon was unconditional and abfuliitc, without reference to*tlie refuli: 
of any future inquiries or trials in relation to Colonel Stuart’s con- 
iiiCt ; fo that hv had before him the melancholy profpedl: ol being 
certainly punifhed and degraded at all events, whether innocent or 
guilty : indeed, the only cafe that was at all in contemplation or 
provided for, was that oi his being guilty and deferving oj pnniJJo-^ 
mnt ; but no fort of provilion was made, no care whatfoever was 
taken of him, in the event, that, upon inquiry or trial, he fhould be 
found to have been innocent ^ or to have ailed merit or ioiijly for the in- 
terefts of the Company. 

The general letter of the Company, fent by the Bcfl)orough in 
July 1777 > continued Colonel Stuart’s fufpenfion, and direded that 
his condiid fliould be examined Into by a Court of Inquiry, and that 
he fliould he tried by a Court-martial ; but in cafe he had been guilty 
of no military offence that was cognizable by Martial Law, then it 
was ordered that his furponlion from the fervice, inftead of being taken 
OiF, as one might reafonably exped, fliould be continued indefinitely, 
and without limitation of ihle. 

Such arc the diredions w\^ch have been fent from this country 
with refped to’ Colonel Stuart; ^ajiiitJway be proper before dating 

wlut 
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-wlmt paDTcd .at Maijras^ in spnfequence of the latcfl of thefq dircdions 
refpcding the trial by a CQurt-raart^l, to mention fo,me,0f the intcr^- 
mediate hardfhips whjeh hp fuffered in India, by the means of vexa- 
tious ^liits, both of a Civil and of a Criminal nature, broyght^againU 
him at Madras, in confequence* of the tranfadions of the month of 
Auguft 1776. 

Upon the 14th of Oflobcr 177<>, a Bill was filed in the Mayor’s 
Court at Madras, by Lord Pigot againft Colonel Stuart, for damages, 
to*ihc amount of 200,000!., on account of the arreft of his perfon on 
the 24th of Auguft: and his LordftrLp’s Attorney having appeared and 
made affidavit, that he believed Colonel Stuart was about to withdraw 
himfcif from the jurifdidion of the Court, he therefore prayed that a 
warrant of arreft might be iftiicd. Colonel Stuart having appeared 
by his Attorney, the Court, by a majority of five to four, ordered bail 
to be found to the extent of 15,000!. which was diflented from by 
fome of the Members as exceftivc. 

At the fame time, in Odober 1776, a Bill of complaint was filed in 
the Mayor’s Court, by Mr. Ruftcl, againft Colonel Stuart, for damages, 
to the amount of 40,000!., founded on his forcibly carrying Mr. Ruftcl 
from the Parade to the Confultation-room, on the 24th of Auguft, in 
the manner already related. Mr. Ruflcl’s Attorney having made .a 
fimilar affidavit with Lord Pigot’s Attorney, and prayed for a warrant 
to arreft Colonel Stuart, the Mayor’s Court was plcafed to order him 
to find bail in this adion likewife, to the amount of 4000 1. 

AS the Mayor’s Court was thought to be very partial in thefe pro- 
ceedings, and that the amount of the bail thus ordered by them was, 
in the circumftances of the cafe, judged to be exceftive, Colonel 
Stuart was advifed to carry the caufe immediately from that Court 
by appeal to the Governor and Council. / 

In his rcafons of appeal he gave arfwers to the varidus articles con- 
tained in thefe Bills of compiainr againft him, and maintained that he 
was in no refped rcfponfiblc for the meafures which, as ading in 
‘ obedience 
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obedience to the orders of his fuperiors, both civil and military, he had 

carried' ; idttt teketmtioii» that it in* iharefore highly vexatious, 
oppiufike tth^diftiwis IfP' 1^ thefe fi)t^^.qc by an q^er for ball fo 
excitant anct exqil^ve»^t it was qv<^ greater than what the fame 
court ha^ oblj^gid th^ Comroaoder in Chief, Sir Robert Fletcher^ to 
find in. a fimilar a^^ion brought by 1/ord Pigot againft him, for' 
the like fum of ^90,000 /. damages. 

Colonel Siuart further aiverri^, that Jie had no intention of with- 
drawing hhnfelf fivm the jurtfdtftion of the court ; and that, alj 
circumftan'ees conilihRtd, fc> fkr from being fubjeded to excejfive bail 
in both thefecafiM, he ought not to, be put to tlie hardlhip and incon- 
venidiee of ^fittding any bail in either. ^ 

With refped: to. Mr. RuiTel's adion, Colonel Stuart gave this Additi- 
onal anfwerf that the fituation in which be, Mr. llullcl, u^as found, on 
the evening of the 34lh of Augufl, exciting the troops in the garrifon to 
mutiny and fedition, which, if not infiantly checked, might have been 
of very fatal confcquences, had put Colonel Stuart under the abfolute 
necefiity of forcing Mr. Ruflel from the main-guard. 

The matter was carried firft from the Mayor’s Court by thefc ap- 
peals to the Governor and Council, who declined taking any cogniz- 
ance of it, as they had been parties intcrefted in the bufinefs which 
gave rife to the adions. Colonel Stuart therefore afterwards appealed 
to the King and Council in Englslid. 

But thefe were not the only adions by which he was vexatioufly 
and unneceflarily harafled for obeying the orders of bis Superiors. 
He was one of thofe againft whom the proceedings of the Coro- 
ner’s Inqueft, aflembled at Madras upon the death of Lord Pigor, 
were direded. 

That Inqueft aflembled at Madras on the nth of May 1777, 
the day on which Lord Pigot died, and continued their examina- 
tions and deliberations from thit time till the 7th of Aqguft 1777 ; 
when, in the fervency of their Jeal, they were pleafed to pronounce 
one of tW'moft notable and exn^rdinary verdids, that in fuch or 
any other circumflanccs has qgii lini iiii Ilia 11 liiiilB nf this or. of any 
other.country. - 


O 


Mr. 



( 42 ) 


Mr. Ram, the Coroner, and his Inqueft, pronounced and declared. 
That George StraltM; HeHty Brooke ^ Charles Floyer, Archdale 
“ Palmer^ Francis Joutdain* and' Georg’c Mackie, iri^the civil fer- 
“ vice of the Eaft-india Conipahy at Ivladras, and Brigadier-General 
“ ^ir Robert Fletcher, Colonel y antes Stuart, Lieutenant-colonel James 
“ Eidingtoun, Adjutant general, and Captain Arthur Lyfanght, in the 
“ faid Company’s fervice at Madras, and Major Matthe-w Horne, com- 
manding the corps of artillery in the faid Company’s fcrvice, then 
Rationed at St. Thomas’s Mount, did, in manner and by means 
“ therein recited, felonioujly, voluntarily, and of their malice fore- 
“ thought, kill a^d murder the faid George Lord Pigot; and that a 
“ ferjeant and fepoys therein deferibed, and certain officers and foldiers 
“ belmging-to the corps of artillery, and another ferjeant and other fe- 
“ pays Rationed at the Garden-houfe, all of whom were to the Jurors 
“ as yet unknown, were at divers times prefent, aiding, abetting, af- 
“ fiRIng, and maintaining the faid George Stratton, Sir Robert 
‘‘ Fletcher, and the other perfons before named, to do and commit 
the felony and murder aforefaid.” 

What makes this verdid the more remarkable is, that it was not alleged, 
nor was there the moR diRant fufpicion of any fort in India, that Lord 
Pigot had died an unnatural death, or that any means had been iifed 
with a view of occafioning his deatlt; on the contrary, the phyficians 
who attended his LordRiip during his illnefs, declared upon oath, that 
difeafe was the immediate caufe of Lord Pigot’s death, and that the 
difeafe was a putrid bilious fever, originating in a difordered liver. 

• In the courfe of the evidence it alfo came out, that, to all outward ap- 
pearance, Lord Pigot enjoyed an uninterrupted Rate of good health, from 
the day of his arrival at the Mount, after his arreR on the 24th Auguft 
1776, until the beginning of March 1777, about which time the ap- 
pearance of his bilious fever firR began, of which firR illnefs, with the 
afliflance of Doflor Pafley, his L^dfliip recovered in a great degree; 
but not having. '’^^(‘’•"'ards takejvlufficient care of himfelf, he had a re- 
lapfe, which carried him off on the i ith of May 1777. 


Here 
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Here it is well worth obferving,, that during jtlie whole period of 
Lord PigotV illnefs, and at the time of'his death, Colonel Stuart was 
abfent from tlie Prelidcncy of Madras, at tJie diflance of fome hundred 
miles from his Lordlhip; as he went to Tanjore, on the i ith of Fe- 
bruary 1777, at which time Lord Pigot was known to have been in 
perfect health, and did not return to Madras until the end of June 
that^ycar. 

Ncvcrthelefs Mr. Ram, and his Inqueft, thought proper to pro- 
nounce a verdia of luilfitl murder^ againft Colonel Stuart, and the 
other Gentlemen, founded on artificial and metaphyfical reafonings 
(delivered upon oath), from which they wilhed to eftablifli a Belief, 
that the arreft of Lord Pigot, on the 24th of Auguft 1776, and the agi- 
tation of his mind on that and fubfequent occafions, had, by the im- 
perceptible influences of* the mind upon the body, generated the difeafe 
of which his Lordlhip died in the month of May 1777. 

The whole proceedings of that Inqueft, and the evidence laid before 
them, together with Colonel Stuart’s defence, drawn up by hiinfelf, 
in anfwcr to the accufations brought againft him, have been lately 
printed and publiflied ; and I believe I may venture to fay, that every 
impartial man of found judgment, who reads that publication, will be 
of opinion, that nothing could be more unjuftifiable, and reprehen fible, 
than the conduct of that Coroner and his Inqueft; the abfurdity of 
it would deferve only to be laught at, if fuch an attempt againft 
the lives and reputations of a number of perfons of rank and character 
could be viewed without abhorrence and indignation. 

Vexatious, contemptible, and ill-founded as thefe proceedings were, 
they had however the unavoidable efFed of harading Colonel Smart 
exceedingly; they fuujcdted him to a degree of public affront and op- 
probrium, from his being expofed to the imputation of 'ivi/ful /ititr- 
dcr, by the verdift of twelve mc\ upon oath, fix of whom how- 
ever, at one time, voted that it was wlWIi- ihe other 

fix declared it murder ; upon which the CiJFonervvas plcafcJ to remark. 
That the matter mujl be rc-cotiftderedy and he afterwards prevailed on 
a Majority of them to agree in opinion that it was wilful murder. 

G 2 This 
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This verdia was, upon the 24* September 1777, fent by the Coro- 
ner to the Governor and Coitncil of Madras, with a r^ueft frotn the 
Coroner, to be affifted in apprehending the perfons tliereiin accufcd ; 
upbn which the Governor thought it regular fOr him at that time to 
fign a warrant of commitment agarnft Colonel Stuart, and the other 
perlbns accufed, dircfled to the Sheriff of Madras^ 

Colonel Stuart and the other Gentlemen were accordingly in the 
cuftody of the Sheriff until Ibme time in OSiober following, when 
the Juftices, after having examined Sir Edward Hughes and fomc 
other refpeaable witneffes, judged it proper to admit the prifoners to 
bail,* in the fum of io,coo 1. each. 

The proceedings and the examinations before the Juftices were con- 
tinued until the end of November 1 777, when the Juftices received 
from Bengal the opinions of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature there, by which thefe Judges, upon confideration of the fads, and 
of the proofs ftated in Mr. Ram’s inquifition, declared their unanimous 
opinion, that there were not materials fufticient for an indidment either 
of murder or manjlaughter, and they alfo, from other defeats and irre- 
gularities in that inquifition, gave their opinion, that it might be 
quaflicd or fet afide. 

In conformity with this opinion received from the Judges of die Su- 
preme Court of Judicature in Bengal, the Juftices at Madras, upon the 
26th of November 1777, declared, “ That the faid proceedings were 
“ irregular, and contrary to law. And refolved, that the whole be 
' “ quaftied and fet afide, and that the perfons accufed be difeharged 
“ by proclamation.” 

Thus ended the malevolent and irregular proceedings of the Coro- 
ner’s Inqueft; from the ftiort ftate of which it muft af^ear, that 
Colonel Stuart, was for many movths (during which time too he was 
in a bad ftate of health from Ac confcquences of a bilipus fever), 
very unjultittabiy-'lisaafl^Jp’^e charge brought and verdift given 
againft him, and by having his name and charader expofed as guilty 
of fo heinous a crime. 


Amidft 
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Amidft all ,thcfe diftrefles, however, one confolation dill remained^ 
Colonel S|uart comforted himfelf wh&'tljc proCped that he fliouldfoon 
have an oppo^unity o^ vindicating charadler and condu*^: in the 
courfe of a regular trial ]-Yihcn not only the orders under which he a£tcd, 
but when like wife all the fads land .circumdances would be afcertained, 
by unquedionable evidenqe,. aud then he flattered himfelf, that the pre^ 
judices which had been railed againd hint would take an oppofite direc- 
tion^ and that he Ihould meet with thcredrefs due to an injured oiEcer. 

In this esqicCkatioo, of a fpeedy trial, and confequent redrefs, he has* 
alfo been difappointed ; for the orders which were carried out by the 
Befborough for his trial by a Court-martial have not hitherto pro^duced 
any effeCt. That trial, which he fo ardently wilhed for the vindica- 
tion of his honour and character, has been denied him, ' by the Com- 
mander in Chief, and by the Prefldent and Council of Madras : at 
the fame time his rufpenfion has been continued, and he remains in 
that cc^pntry waiting with Impatience the return of the difpatches fent 
from Madras in the month of March laft. 

It is not my intention to impute blame either to the Commander in 
Chief or to the Prefident and Council of Madras, for the part they took 
ill refuling to Colonel Stuart his trial by a Court-martial ; they have 
aded, no doubt, upon grounds which afforded conviction to their minds, 
and it is well worth obferving that this refufaPwas founded on ojiinions 
which were very far from containing any thing unfavourable to Colonel 


Stuart’s conduct, but the very reverfe, for as far as they go they may 
be confidered as prefumptive proofs of his innocence, at Icaft of his 
liaving committed no offence that was cognizable by martial law. 

Their General Letter to the Court of Directors, dated the 14th of 
March laft, fhews how anxtoufly Colonel Stuart courted the opportu- 
nity of vindicating his condud by a public trial. Paragraph 14th of 
that letter is in thefe v^ords : \ 

“ General Stuart, ' as fo6n as ^ copy ^ 

your Ofders, ' and before refolution concerning 

3* ’ “him, 

r LU3P ' Y 
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him, addrcfled three letters to us, all of them prefflng upon 
“ us, in the moft anxious manner, his defirc to be tried by a Giurt- 
** martial ; and fearing left aqy doubts or diftlculties^ould occur to 
“ us on the fubje^V, he introduced fevcral arguments to fhew his right 
“ to demand a Court- martisfl, and pointed out different articles in the 
‘‘ Articles of War by which he thought he might be tried. Although 
his letters did not contain *any reafons of fufficient ftrength to in- 
“ duce us to alter our opinions upon his cafe, yet the uneafinefs of 
» “ mind expreffed in them was fuch, that we felt much concern for 
“ the peculiar circumftances j^f his fttuation.” 

The reafons which induced the’ Prefident and Council and Com- 
mandcr in Chief at Madras to refufe the trial by a Court-martial ap- 
pear to have been founded upon prudential grounds, and upon a doubt 
whether a Court-martial were competent to decide u^jon a cafe which 
involved queftions of nice difeuftion relative to the Company’s confti- 
tutional government. This is expreffed very clearly in the loth para- 
graph of their General Letter above mentioned, which is in thefe words ; 

“ The adls of arrc/ling and imprifoning the perfon of the late Lord 
“ Pigot were fufficicntly clear your difapprobation of thofe ads is 
ftrongly expreffed in your late orders; but that difapprobation does 
*' not make them offenfive in the eye of martial law, and no charge 
“ could be grounded upon it. In order to determine whether General 
“ Stuart’s condud be criminal in that view, and before any charge 
“ could be prepared, it became requifite to confider the nature of the 
“ orders and authority under which he aded, with other particular 
** circumftances attending the arreft of Lord Pigot. 'Fhe Company’s 
“ records, and General Stuart’s own Narrative of the tranfadion, clear- 
“ ly flicw, that his Lordlhip was arrefted by an order under the fig- 
“ nature of George Stratton Efqujre, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry 
‘‘ Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdal/ Palmer, Francis JoUrdain, and 
“ George Mackie, Efquires; whic^rder General Stuart in the Narra- 
live declareTlie cduTlllei ikti.u'S legal, and the Gentlemen who iffued 
“ it the legal Reprefentatives of the Company, General Stuart appears 

4 ■ * “ /« 
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“ to have, done nothing in this tranfa^lion independent of that authority, 
“ which gave him .the order. If th’at authority were clearly illegal, 

“ or the ordc» 4 ilcgf|l, the arreft and imprifonment of Lord Figot by 
“ military force, ipay be deemed an a£l of mutiny, and the perfons con- 
“ cerned liable to be tried by an ex|>refs aaticic of war; but we own to 
“ you, thefe quellions appear to us to be of fo nice and important a nature,^ 
“ that we did not think ourfelves competant to form a judgment upon 
“ them, with that precifion which was neceflary to cunilitute and 
“ maintain a charge againft an officer for a crime deemed capital by 
“ Martial Law. It is true, indeed, that in the firft paragraph of 
“ your Letter, dated the nth of June laft, you were pleafed to ex- 
“ prefs yourfelvcs in very ftrong terms of the arreft and imprifonment 
“ of the late Lord I’igot; calling it “ a total fubverfion of your legal 
“^government.” Yet, when we confider the doubts exprclTcd in the 
“ 53d paragraph of your Letter of the 4th of July, we could not but 
“ be of opinion, that they muft in fome degree have arifen from doubts 
“ concerning the legal authority and orders by which the arreft was 
“ executed; and under the influence of this opinion, we thougiit it 
“ would not only be prefumptuous but imprudent, and even danger- 
“ ous, for us, upon the authority of our own judgment, to found a 
“ crime which might touch the life,’ charadter, or fortune of any 
“ man; and that even if we had gone fo far as to have prepared a 

charge and delivered it to a G)urt-marlial, it might admit of great 
“ doubt, whether a Court of that nature were competent to decide 
“ upon a cafe, which involved queftions relative to the Company’s 
“ conftitutional government, fo nice and intricate as thofe which have * 
“ been before mentioned.” 

I cannot help oblerving here, that the whole tenor of the above para- 
graph indicates the opinion of tfic Governor and Council of Madras to 
be, that Colonel Stuart’s innocence <.t guilt depends totally on the lega~ 
liiy or illegality of the orders he r«med ; an opinion v^hich I can- 
not entirely acquiefee in, — but which ne'.-frtht'cis makes it fufficiently 
evident that, when upon the fpot, they did not fee his condudt, as to the 

“ mode 
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•mode of the mefi and the ciKpmftancei preccdiflg.it* ifl the Ughl they 
have been reprefcnted in^hiswcoufltryi for they fay expreWy* that Co- 
lonel Stuart appears to hove done nothing in this tratf^on independent 
(fthat authority which gave him the order s,i they doHbtlhfa would have 
cxprcffedthcmfelves in another manner, if tj^yhad found ifhy mifcon- 
in the execution. 

The correfpondence and ];Japer8 which paflTed upon this occafiofl be- 
tween the Governor and Council of Madras and Colonel Stuart, in the 
months of February and March laft, have, as I underftand, been all 
fent home to you ; 1 Ihall therefore beg leave to refer to them as con- 
taining his reafons, Oated at great length, why he thought that, 
notwithftanding the difficulties pointed out by the Governor and Coun- 
cil, and by General Monro the Commander in Chief, ftill he was en- 
titled to expetSl, and even had a right to demand, that, in the peculiar 
circuihftances of his cafe, the door of trial by a Court-martial Ihould 
be thrown open to him, and every pdffible indulgence gra'nted for faci- 
litatingto him the means of redrefs. 


At the time when Colonel Stuart gave in to the Board at Madras, 
the papers wherein he fo earnellly contended for his trial, he was 
ignorant of one additional misfortune, of a very ferious nature, brought 
upbn him in confequence of the order from the Direftors of the.Hc- 
nourable Company appointing him to be tried by a Court-martial , had 
he known it, -that confcquential misfortune would have added greatly 
. to the weight of thofe which preceded, and if poffible have incrcafed 
the zeal of his remonllrances upon the hardlhip of refufing or de- 


laying that trial. 

The difappointment which Colonel Stuart, in the courfe of^aft year, 
met with, in relation to his preferment in hia Majefty’s fervicc, is what 
1 allude to. - I 

martial, nvhich you wcrc plcafcd 
to Madras by the Befborpugh, in July 1777, a very ex- 
tend ve 
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tcnfiVe promotion of officer in his M^kjefty’s ifervicc took place in thft 
month of September of that yearj by vhich a great number of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel'^iatlairicd the rank of Colonel in the King’s ferrice. 

Colohei Stuart, ^ho had been a Lieutenant-colonel in his Majefly’s 
fervicc fince the year 1762, was very near the head of the lift of thofy 
Lieutenant-colonels who were to acquire rank from this promotionj[ 
but it is a rtile with his Majefty's fervanfs in that department, that an 
officer under orders for trial by a Court-martial is hot to be promoted 
till the event of ftlch trial is known. It was thought therefore that 
Colonel Stuart could not, with propriety, be included in the general 
promotion which at that time took place, until the ifliie of that«trial, 
ordered by the Diredors, was known : the confequence was, that he 
was paffifd over in that promotion, and thirty-two Lieutenant-colo- 
nels, younger in the fcrvice than Colonel Stuart, obtained the rank of 
Colonel, notwithftanding that Colonel Stuart’s merit and ferviccs were 
iiniverfally allowed to entitle him to that preferment. 

Thus, by a complication of peculiar hard fate and misfortunes, the 
obedience which Colonel Stuart had given in the month of Auguft 
1776, to the orders of his Superiors both civil and military, produced — 
firft his fufpenfion from the Honourable Company’s fervicc for fix 
months, — then his fuperceffion in the command of the army in the Car- 
natic,-— then an order for his trial by a Court-martial, — which order pro- 
duced the mcafure of denying to him the rank of Colonel in the King’s _ 
fervice, at a time of general promotion; — and laftly, he meets with a 
refufal of that trial, which if it had taken place, Colonel Stuart is con- . 
fident, would have remedied not only this hardfliip in the King's fer- 
vice, but likewife the other evils of which he has fo much reafon to 
complain. 

That you may perceive. Gentlemen, that there is nothing exaggerared 
in the account I have here given of the fevere difappointinent my 
Brother and his friends met with at the'Vime qfj.V.^ promotion 

of Officers in his Majefty’s fervicc laft year; and that this difiipixrint- 
incnt was occafioned by the order you had given for bis trilil by a 

H Court- 
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Court-martfal, I bCg^lea^ toihhttic'(1i«’^hole oftihe^corr^fp^ndience on 
this {ubjc£t^ which paired’'betMifeeh' Lord ^arringtoniiutl^ Secretary 
War, and me, in the tnbnths of Sepretobe* and Oacbce^.yy. 

In that correfpondehce you willobfervc* that it ia not gp, accpunt of 
Uny opinion, formed by his* Majiefly’s fervanta of. iCplonH Stuart’s 
Ifeving adled improperly in India, that he was pafled over in the King’s 
fervice ; but that it was occafioned from etiquette^ by the orden far 
hh trial, and which was to be afterwards remedied, if the refult 
'of the trial fliould be in his favour. The exprelfipns in Lord Bar- 
rington’s letter ito me of the 3d of September 1777, “ "^bat full 

“ and perfect juftice will be done to him (Colonel Stuart) hereafter, if 
“ his conduct in India refembles the reft of his condudt through life.” 

His Lordfliip was afterwards pleafed to explain the matter further, 
and to mention to me various inftances, where officers of good repu- 
tation, who were liable to be tried by a Court-martial, at a time 
when a general promotion took place, which they would otherwife have 
been entitled to the benefit of, were denied that promotion until the 
decifion of the Court-martial, after which their rank was allowed to 
them in the fame manner as if they had not been paffed over. 

Although I was fully perfuaded that It was no part of the wifli or 
intention of the Eaft-India Company, that the hardfhips which they 
had inflided, fliould be productive of any additional evil to Colonel 
Stuart, in any other line than their own fervice ; yet I have hitherto 
abftained from giving you any trouble or reprefentations about thefe 
• confequential unintended hardfhips ; nor fliould I have mentioned them 
at this time, or prefumed to give you the trouble of reading the' cor- 
refpondence between the Secretary at War and me upon this fubjeCl, 
if it had not now become unavoidably ncceffary, for two reafons. • 

One is, that 1 find falfe reports/havc been fpreald about the manner 
and occafion of my Brother’s beitjg paffed over in the promotibaoi'laft 
year in his ^ji Ify *' li usii Uj'i^has been ftated as a proof of hie guilt, 

' and 
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and the Witt given tOiitj in. many ia, that his Majefty’s kf- 

Taati, upon being fy^y apprifed of jjU. the circuroftances of Coloncf 
Stuart’s conduft in the difturban^s at Madras, had formed fuch a 
detided opinibn* ■that his preferment in the King’s fervice was now 
ahibtutely iihd-*unconditionaIly (lopped. * * > 

The other reafon Is, that you, Gentlemen, from the perufal of tl/t 
torrefpondencc with the Secretary at War, may not only be infori/ed 
of the true (late of the cafe, but lilcewife may perceive the great fuper- 
Venient hard(hips which he has fufFered, though not intentionally, by 
the late refufal or delay of his trial by a Court- mar tial. 


It is not with a view to find fault, nor in the fpirit of complaint or 
ill-humour, that I have taken up fo much of your time in (lat- 
ing the various hardlhips that have been heaped upon my Brother 
in confequence of the unfortunate difturbances at Madras, but merely 
that the nature of his condu^ and the extent of his fufFerings, ihould 
be brought under your confideration, more precifely, and with Icfs 
mixture of foreign matter than they have ever hitherto been. 

So far am I from (lating his cafe merely with a view of imputing 
blame, that I am ready fairly to acknowledge, that when the ac- 
counts firll came to this country of the difturbances at Madras, 
with all the circumftances /aid to have attended it ; and when 
it was not forefecn to how much greater length thefe convulfiohs 
might proceed, and what the confequences might be to the peace and 
fecurity of the Settlement; I fay, upon that occafion, it was extremely 
natural; not only to feel a degree of prejudice and difpleafure at what 
had happened, but to be alarm^ for the future confequences, and to 
endeavour to avert them* by markii.f: a difaiipn^batlpp ni' the feemingly 
violent and improper condudl of all the ailors in the late difturbances. 

Ha . It ‘ 
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It was a difficult ta/lc for you, Ocntlemeh', Atnidft tlve rage afid ani- 
mofity which adluated the minds and influenced the rcprefentations of 
the oppofite parties, to difcriminate the guilty froni-the- ifmoccnt, or to* 
. afcertain the different degrees of offttice which had been committed by 
’tour fervants in that Settlement ; oeitlter was it poflible. for you ta 
pVjnounce any judgment, or to purfue any general ineafure, that 
would be fatisfaftory to all parhes. 

Perhaps, indeed, the ftepsyoudid purfue on that difficult occafioa 
were, upon the whole, as little exceptionable, and. had as many pro* 
bable appearances of being well calculated for eflabliffiing peace in your 
Settlenjent, and to prevent the growth of further evils, as any 
that could have been dcvifcd in the circumftances in which you were 
placed ; and there is this ftrong preemption in favour of the wifdom 
and impartiality of your raeafures, that countenancing the extremes of 
neither party, they were in fome degree unacceptable to both. 

But give me leave, Gentlemen, to obferve, that the very fame condufb, 
which, with a view and upon a plan of prevention, may properly 
be adopted at a particular crifis of public confufion, and while 
there is yet an uncertainty to what iffue that confufion is to lead, may 
and ought to be very different from thofe meafurcs which ffiould be 
taken with regard to offences already part, and where the whole extent 
of the mifehief has been already afeertained ; when the latter is the cafe, 
there is room for taking into conlideration the exad mcafure and pro- 
portion of each man’s offence or merit, and it is a matter of juftice to 
give redrefs to thofe, who, though unavoidably involved in the general 
hardfliips incident to individuals upon public diflurbances, fliall be 
found, either to have fuffered far beyond the magnitude of their 
offences, to have been innocent, or perhaps highly meritorious. 

It is to this coufideration, Gentlenysn, that, with your permiflion, 

I wifli to condud your attention; f^the Madras diflurbances are now 
and have been ftTrii iii ii> fiii]| |li |ii liinl is arrived, which not only 
admits but Joudly calls for, the diferimination of every man’s con- 

dud, 
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thiin:, and for proportioning the puniflimcnt or redrefs tliat is due to 
him. ^ • 

During many'months after tlie arrival of the firfl accounts of the 
Madras dillurbaftces, which reached England in the month of March 
1777, there- was an extenfive field opened for men of warm imagina- 
tions to alarm themfelves and the Public, by painting feenes of horrorjj 
anarchy, and confufion, which were to Sc the infallible confcquenccs 
of the fteps taken by the Majority of Council, and by Colonel Stuart, 
in the month of Auguft 1776. 

We mult all remember the difmal predidions which were made in 
the General Courts of Proprietors, and circulated in the Public at 
large, with a degree of confidence little fliort of certainty. 

The prophets and orators of thofe times affeded to dread the arrival 
of any fliip, or other means of intelligence, from India, becaufc they 
fieemed perfuaded, that we Ihould foon have the melancholy accounts of 
many lives loft, and of complete anarchy and confufion from one end 
of the Carnatic to the other. 

The Princes or Powers of that part of India, cither with or without 
the affiftance of the French, were to take advantage of thofe confu- 
fions, and to fubdue or expel us from the country ; the Nabob of 
Arcot, at leaft, after getting rid of Lord Pigot, his moft formidable 
oppofer, and the controller of his views, would undoubtedly cftal>lifli 
his own power and independency upon the overthrow of the Britiflr 
dominion in the Carnatic; and there could be no danger of the Na- 
bob’s being thwarted in his attempts by thofe corrupted and feditious 
counfellors, whom he had inftigated to fuch violent proceedings againft 
Lord Pigot, and who were totally at the devotion of this Mahommedan 
Prince. 

Above all, it was perfeilly clcai\; according to thofe predidions, 
that Colonel Stuart, who had taker* fo adivc a part in the arreft of 
Lord Pigot, by military force, and who hau the army totally at his 
devotion, would find out a better intcreft to cultivate, than that 
« of 


o 



( 54 ) 

lof his Hbiidtihible lEmployets, tbe' Eslft India Compsiny; and that he 
ti '/iif'iJ/) foir himJilfMi that part of the arid wbiitd either 

lau^h ‘at any orders' that fliorild be fent from the Indiri-Houfei tode-> 
p'nive liim of his pbWer, or would dppofe force 1)y force, 
k Such were the gloomy prediiSlions, and it was in vain to ar^ue 
\gairifl them in whole or in part;— but the period has long been 
clofed within which thefe prdphecies were to have been fulfilled, and 
what has really happened within that period, is fo totally unlike every 
thing which difiurbed the imaginations of fome too credulous Proprietors, 
that it will hardly be believed that fuch unfaithful pictures could ever 
havoi been drawn of Colonel Stuart, and of the events which were to 
be produced by his conduct. 

Inftead of confufion] and civil war, there never was a more fettled 
Hate of quiet and tranquillity. — Inftead of refiftance on the part of 
Colonel Stuart, and Jetting up for himfelj\ there has been the moft 
uniform and implicit obedience to the orders of his fuperiors. 

When Mr. Whitehill arrived at Madras, in the month of Auguft 1777, 
with the new coramiflion of government, and with your diredions, by 
which Mr. Stratton and the other Gentlemen of Council were called 
home, and by which Colonel Stuart, the Commander in Chief of the 
army, was fufpended and fuperceded ; he was the firft perfon who accom- 
panied Mr. Wliitehill to the parade, was prefent at reading the new 
commiflion of government, and of the order for his own fufpenfion. 

Upon that occafion, he openly and immediately declared his refolu- 
tion to obey the orders of his Honourable Mailers, however har^ they 
might be on himfelf, and declared that he wilhed, and did not doqbt, 
that every other perfon alFebted by thefe orders, would be in Uie fame 
difpofition. 

On this fubjebk there is the fallowing paragraph of a letter from 
iVlr. Whltel ^ll th e Governor, arid the Council at Madras, to the Su- 
preme Council at BeilgatT extracted from the Minutes of Confultation 
of the 2;ift of Auguft 1777. 
e 
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“ ‘They, thiaV,.it- neceffary to obferve, yvlth refpe£l to Bri-* 

“ gadier-general Stuarl, !vhofe fituaUoi^ in . the late, tranfadions was 
peculiarT^^\. he fliewcd the fame implicit obedience on his. part to 
“ the authority of the Company, attended on the parade at the reading 
“ of the Company’s commilfion of goveanment to the troops, and was / 
Audious, by his whole condudf, to Aiew to the officers and foldiers/ 

“ the proper fenfe which he entertained ©f the Company’s orders.” * 
Upon a fubfequcnt occafion, in September 1777. when Mr. Ram, 
the Coroner at Madras, in confequcnce of his extraordinary ver-, 
di£l already mentioned, applied to the Governor and Council to be 
attlAed in apprehending Colonel Stuart, and. the other perfons who 
had by that unjuAifiable verdid been accufed of the wilful murder of 
Lord Pigot ; Colonel Stuart, Mr. Stratton, and the other perfons ac- 
cufed, voluntarily delivered themfelves up to the cuAody of the She- 
riffs, and declared they were willing and defirous to undergo every 
fort of trial that the laws of their country could authorize. 

Another inAance of the fame fpirit of good order and obe- 
dience on the part of Colonel Stuart, and the other Gentlemen 
who concurred with him, appeared in the month of January in 
this prefent year, and is fet forth in three letters which paffed be- 
tween them and the Governor and Council, which are printed at the 
clofe of the Colledion of Authentic Papers lately publiAicd, relating to 
the proceedings of the Coroner’s InqucA. As they are too long to be 
inferted here, I fliall only beg leave, in confirmation of what has been 
mentioned, to infert a part of the letters to you from the Governor 
and Council of Madras, received by the Houghton in AuguA laA ; 
it is in thefe words ; 

“ It is a juAice, however, that we particularly owe to the Members 
“ of the late government, to obferve to your Honours, that their lead- 
“ ing example in Jhewing the mojl implicit Jubmiffion to your orders 
“ for ejlablijhing your new adminljlration, has been of tlje greateft ufe 
“ in rejloring that harmony and' good underjlaiuimg we have juft fpoken of ^ 

• “ But 
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But befides the general tenor of their behaviour as individuals, 
of which we have been e}je-witnefles, wc beg leave to refer you to 
“ the letter figned by General Stuart, Meffrs. Macl^ayT 'Palmer, and 
“ hloyer, and to the anfwcr which we thought proper to make to thefe 
Gentlemen ; who, for iho peace of the fettlement, and ?vith a view 
“ to the welfare of your affairs, have agreed to wave the agitation of 
queftions at this time, wlych mull ncccffarily have taken our atten- 
“ tion from the immediate bufinefs of your government.” 

Such has been the conduct of Colonel Stuart, regulated by the 
moll fincere attachment to good order, and to the profperity of your 
affairs, and proved by the moft unqueftionablc evidence. As it has 
boon fo fully laid before you, it would be* nccdlcfs, and therefore im- 
jicriincnt to make the oljvious inferences, by pointing out, and ob- 
ferving upon the many fall'c and injurious reprefentations, which have 
been circulated to Coloticl Stuart’s prejudice. 


V redrefs due 
Colonel 
early and the 
des hy which 
may be accom- 
dud. 


Now that the fccuc is clofed with rcfpcifl to the coiirfc of events at 
Madras, connedlcd with, or following the difturbances of the month 
of Auguft 177b, when you arc fatisfied, that none of the many pre- 
tlldcd mifehiefs have happened ; on the contrary, that without confu* 
lion of any fort, both the temporary government of Mr. Whitehill and 
,his Council, and the completely cftablilhed government of Mr. Rum- 
hold, and the Council wiiich now manages your affairs at Madras, have 
taken place, and with the moft complete fubmiflion and obedience to 
your orders on the part of Colonel Stuart; may I not be permitted, 
with a degree of confidence, to maintain, that this is the proper 
time to take into confidcration, all the particulars of his cafe, fo very 
peculiarly circiimffanccd. 


If 
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If it fhall now appear to you, tbitt Colonel Stuart has either not 
been guilty*^ any .offence, or rather, it lhall appear, as I flatter 
myfelf it muft, upon a difpaflionate review of his condud, that the 
perfon cxpd’cd to fuch a variety of hardfliips, inftead of meriting them, 
has rendered material fervices to the Honourable Company; I truft,> 
Gentlemen, that in thefe events, you vyll dired the remedies antf 
redrefs beft fuited to the circumftances of the cafe. 

After having given you the trouble of reading fo much on the • 
fubjed of Colonel Stuart’s condud, and entertaining more than a 
hope, that the true ftate of his cafe has by this time made fome jm- 
preflion on your minds, it may reafonably be expeded from me to 
point out, which I lhall do with great fubmiflion, the objeds I have in 
view by this i^pplication. 

Upon this principle, therefore, I fliall take the liberty of fuggefting 
to your confideration, the general nature of the redrefs to which Colonel 
Stuart, or his friends, may think him entitled; and the modes in 
which, if it fliould meet with your approbation, that redrefs may, 
without difliculty, be accomplilhed. 

For this purpofe, it feems neceffary, that one or other of the two 
following meafurcs Ihould be adopted. 

The Jirfi is by perfevering in the plan which had already occurred 
to you, and to which Colonel Stuart moll cordially agreed, that of 
having every circurnflance of his condud tried by a Court-martial, on 
the fpot where the tranfadions happened; but then it is extremely 
material, in the event of your renewing your order for this trial by 
a Court-martial, that the order be made peremptory and abfidiite, 
without any difcrction left in India, to refiife that Court-marnal ; lor 
it is of the utmoft importance, to avoid the fame uncertainty a :d 
hurtful delays which have already happened to Colonel Stuart in con- 
fcquence of the firlt order, fuch delays being ot tbcmlclvcs,' and -tlpe- 
cially when attended with fufpcnlion, to any perlon in his lituaiion, a 
ftrong degree of puniflunent. 
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As iht ()nnc!pal diffitult]^ ;which prevented the Governor and Coun- 
cil at Madras from granting" the Court-martial was, th«4«tio luch trial 
could be proceeded to with any effed, until it lliould be. previoully de- 
clared, whether the logal government had been veiled in a Majority of 
Council; therefore, it feems clfentially neceflary,: if there, can Hill be 
’ found thofe who think that point not already lulficiently clear, that 
•when the orders are fent out for Colonel Stuart’s trial by a Court- 
martial, your fentiments with regard to this jwint, refpeding the legal 
government, ftiould accompany the diredion for a trial. 

Jf this mode of taking Colonel Stuart’s cafe into confideration is 
adopted, which I beg leave to obferve would of all others be the mod 
acceptable to him, I fubmit to your confideration, whether, at the 
fame time that you fend out the orders for his trial by a Court-martial, 
there fliould not be diredions fent to fix and afeertain the particular 
redrefs he is to receive, in the event of his being honourably acquitted; 
for what is extremely remarkable, there has never hitherto been any 
provifion made for the cafe even of his innocence, and much Id’s for 
the fuppofition of his merit; — the only thing in contemplation has been 
the cafe of guilt, and it becomes the more nccelTary that fuch inftrudions 
(hould accompany the order for trial, on account of the immenfe dif- 
tance of place, and confequently the material and inevitable lofe of 
time, if Colonel Stuart Iball again be obliged to wait the returns 
from this country to India, before he receives any beneficial cffeds front 
his innocence, fliould the determination of the Court-martial be in his 
favour. 

The fccond mode of doing juftice to Colonel Stuart, is by your being 
pleafed to enter upon the examination of his cafe, and to decide upon 
it from the ample fads now In your pofleflion, without the interven- 
tion of an^ other Court of Enquiry, or of a Court-martial. 

Any propofition of this kind, at the time when you fent out yoUr 
former orders, cither thofe by Mr. WiiitchiH, in the month of June, 
or the fubfequent orders by Mr. Rumbold, in the month of July, 
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1777, I admit, would have been improper ; becaufe, at there periods, 
the knowlcflge of fads was not fulllciently attained, nor could yon 
then conjedure what confequential mifehiefs had arifen, or might arife 
in the interral between the time of arrefling Lord Pigot in Auguft 1776, 
and the time at which the new government fhould be eflabliflicd hyV 
the orders then font out; neither couli^ you know, and much IcfJ 
judge, what Colonel Stuart’s condud had been, or might be, in that 
interval. 

But now that all thefc things are part, that they arc become hiftori- 
cal fads, not matters of fpeculation, it has occurred to many im- 
partial and judicious perfons, that it would be highly proper if you, 
Gentlemen, would now enter into the confideration of this matter, 
and that the circumftances of Colonel Stuart’s cafe, as well as the 
fttuation of affairs in India, do in reality make it requifite and fuitable, 
that you fliould, from the full materials in your poffeflion, take it 
upon yourfelves at this time, to decide upon his condud. 

In the general letter from your Governor and Council at Madras, 
dated 14th of March, 1778, brought home by the Duke of King- 
don. paragraph 6th, they tell you, “ th.at the queftions involved in 
“ ( iencral Stuart’s cafe, were fuch as no authority in that country co\i\A 
“ properly decide.’’ In the 9th paragraph of the fame letter, where 
they date the inutility of a Court of Enquiry, for afeertaining fads upon 
evidence, they give the following reafon for being of that opinion, 

“ Ikcaufc in regard to fads, we apprehended that the records of the , 
“ Company were already fufficicntly explicit for all the purpoles rc- 
“ quired ; every part of General Stuart’s condud is there fet forth by 
“ his own acknowletigment, or the tedimony of others, and that ap- 
“ parctuly in the fulled and mod circunillantial manner.” 

In paragraph totb, of the fame letter, after mentioning that I oid 
Pigot was arreded by an order under the fignature of Geoi^gc Stratton, 
Efq; Sir Robert l letcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floycr, Archdale 
Palmer, Francis Jourdain, and George Mackay, Efqrs. they V 11 you 

I 2 txprchly. 



{ 6o ) 

cxprefsly, “ that General Stuart apf ears to have done nothing tn this 
tranfaftlGii, independent of that authority which gaafDoim the or- 
“ derf' — iiiul in the courfe of the fame paragraph, they clearly ex- 
prcfs to you their opinion, that the merits of General Stuart’s cafe 
^muft turn upon the legality or illegality of the orders and authority 
under which he aded; and that this being a queftion of fo nice and im- 
portant a nature, they did not think thcmfelves competent to form a 
judgment upon it. 

Are not all thefe very flrong and powerful rcafons for you. Gentle- 
men, in the diredinn of the Eaft India Company’s affairs, to relieve 
the Government and Council at Madras from tlie difficulties which have 
prevented their ading in this buf nefs, and to take upon yourfclves 
the immediate decifon of it > 

It appears from the opinion of tlie Governor and Council at Madras, 
and from the circumflances of the cafe itfclf, that it needs not be a 
matter of long difcuffion, nor attended with much difficulty to decide- 
•what relates to Colonel Stuart in this bufinefs. 

If it be true, as Rated in the letter from the Governor and Council 
at Madras, that he did nothing independent of the authority under 
which he aded, then Colonel Stuart muff unqueftionably be free from 
blame for his obedience to thefe orders, provided you ffiall be of 
opinion, that the powers of Government wdre in the Majority of Coun- 
cil, who iffued them. 

* But even though you fliould be of opinion that the legal Government 
was verted in the Majority of Council, 1 beg leave to obferve it might 
ftill remain a feparate and very different rjnejlion, Whether that Majo- 
rity aded properly or improperly, wifely or impoliticly, in irt’uing to 
Colonel Stuart an order for putting them in poffcffion of the Fort- 
houfe, garrjfon and fortrefs of Fort St. George, and for arrefting Lord 
Pigot ? 

But this is a quertion with which Colonel Stuart, who was no 
Member of Council, who iffued no order, but obeyed only the orders 
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which others had iffuod, can have no* earthly concern ; the rcfponfibi- 
Hty for thaThicaiure refting totally with the Majority^of Council and the 
Commander in Chiefs 

It is, therefore, by no means, as has Been generally and erroneoufly/ 
fuppofed, a common catifc between Colonel Stuart and the Majority cr 
Council ; their cafes ftand upon a differtnt footing, and may be de- 
cided upon a different principle. 

This dillinilion betwixt his cafe and that of the Majority, fccins to • 
have occurred to the Governor and Council at Madras, who, in their 
letter to the Supreme Council In Bengal in Augiifl: 1777, c^prefs 
thcmfelves thus : We thliik it neceffary to obferve with rcfpedl to 

Erigadicr-gcncral Stuart, whofe fuuation in the late tranfadlions ^juas 
‘‘ fccuHar,'' Src. 

In the proceedings at Madras, Colonel Stuart himfclf has very care- 
fully feparated it ; nor will your deciding upon his cafcy by itfclf, 
imply your approbation of the policy and difcretion of the Majority 
of Cinjncil who iifued ihofe orders under which Colonel Stuart a£lcd« 

Permit me now, Gentlemen, to take the liberty of reminding yoa 
that, befidcs the more ancient and unrepcaled orders and inflrudlions 
for regulating the conflitiuion in your Settlement at Madras, yoa have 
yourfelves lent out by Mr. Wliitehill, in June 1777, frefli orders and 
jntlrudions on this fubjecc, exprefs and unambiguous; by which 
you have not hefi fated to declare, that the legal Government of Ma- 
dras is vefted in the Majority of Council^ — as the Majority of Couiicil 
who ilfucd the ordcrij to C oloncl Stuart, contended it was. 

Before therefore it can be your opinion, that any man adling in obe- 
dience to the orders of the Majority of Council adled illegally, you, 
Gentlemen, mull determine tliat the Government of Madras in 
principles, and conilruition, was different in the year 1776, when 
Colonel Stuart a£ted, from what you have fince decided it to be in the 
year 1777. 


But 
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But fliould there be any r^afohs for your wlfliing to avoid, or to 
delay giving an exprefs opinion upon a point on which, it fcrins already 
to be fo ftrongly implied, there ftijl remains a diflind and fufficient 
\ ground for proceeding to finat determinations in Colonel Stuart’s cafe, 
Yona the circumftances which are peculiar to it, and which are not 
connefted or involved with tke cafe of the Majority of Council. 

Becaufe. fuppofing the pretenfions of the Majority of Council to the 
I powers of government not to amount to a clear and indifputablc 
right, ftill on the lowed eftimation of thefc pretenfions it muft be 
admitted, that it was at Icaft a doubtful point, whether the legal 
government belonged to the Majority, or to the Prefident and Mino- 
rity of Council at Madras ; for certainly no perfon acquainted with 
the nature of the conflitution at Madras, or with the ftate of opinions 
upon this point in your fettlemcnt there, will pretend to fay, that it 
was a clear and indifputablc point, that the Majority of Council was 
not the legal government. 

Taking it then as a doubtful point only, whether Colonel Stuart was 
bound to obey the orders of Lord Pigot and the Minority of Council, 
or thofe of the Majority ; furcly it could not with jufiice be main- 
tained, that he was culpal)lc, bccaufc he obeyed the authority of the 
latter, in preference to that of the former, cfpccially as there was this 
additional reafon for his doing fo, that his Commander in Chief, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, was one of the pcrf)ns who figned the order which 
Colonel Stuart obeyed. 

If it could be fuppofed that the weight of the civil authority was 
fo equally poized as to produce doubts on which fide it preponderated, 
can it be matter either of wonder or of blame, that a military man, 
formed by his education to obey rather than to inveftigate, Ihould al- 
low on fo even a balance, and in a difeuflion of fo much nicety, the 
concurring commands of Ids fuperior officer to turn the fcale I 

If in this particular point Colonel Stuart flood in need of further 
juftification, it ought to be of no fmall weight that the Supreme 

. Council 
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Council in Bengal unanlmoufly declared the legal government at Ma*- 
dras to bj.veftcd in the Majority of Cofincil. — The qneflion therefore 
may, without imjaropriety, be put by Colonel Stuart, At what period 
could he .poITildy (uppofe that the Majority of Council was not rthc 
the legal goverinnent ? That it was fo in the year 1776, before, an;^ 
fubfequent to the difturbanccs, is clearly declared by the Suprei^e 
Council in Bengal, uncont radiated by any declaration or opinion on 
your part ; and that it was fo in the year 1777, is as clearly declared 
by the pofitive inllruQions which the Eall India Comparty fent out 
by Mr. Whitehill. 

Neither can I prevail upon myfclf, even circumflanced as I im, to 
throw out of this queflion, the opinion and alfertions of Colonel Stuart 
himfclf, which have been uniform and ftrong, that the legal govern- 
ment which he was bound to obey, was according to his private judg* 
ment veiled in the Majority of CounciU the fincerity of which opinion 
I fliall endeavour to prove from his condudl:, and by examining whether 
there was any obJeiSt of intcreft in profpeift, or attained by him, by 
means of the part he took in the convuUions at Madras in Auguft 1776. 

Colonel Stuart went out to Madras, fecond in command, and with 
the command in chief allured to him, and the rank of Brigadier- 
general, upon the death, removal, or refignation of Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, who, at the time of thefe dillurbances, in Auguft 1776, was in fo 
bad a ftate of health, as to be thought pall recovery ; and he died foon 
afterwards, in December 1776, 

The only thing, therefore, that was likely to prevent Colonel Stuart’s 
attaining the Command in Chief, the firll wilh of a military man, and 
the very obje£l for which he entered into the fervice of the Eall India 
Company, was any difturbance or confulion in the government art 
Madras, that might in its confcquenccs defeat the efl’cdl of the ap^- 
pointmciU which he carried out with him to India. • 

It was e^fy to forefee, that the divifion of the Council into two op- 
pofite patties, each of which, pretending to be the legal gtvernmenr, 

would* 
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Vould of <;ourfc r(^uire . an implicit obedience, from Colonel Stuart, 
was ,Uie.. thing in the 'world' moil likely to produce fu(Jj,confufioii, 
apd an unfortunate alternative for him perfonally, wluch might prove 
fatal to hia expc£latlons. — It was a crifis^ which* inflcad of .promoting, 
every man of any degree of underflanding* or even of ambition, both oi 
^hich Colonel Stuart’s enemies are fo obliging as to allow him, would, 
in his fituation, have been at the utmuR pains to avert. 

. Upon the fame day, the 23d of AuguR, each party made an offer to 
Colonel Stuart of the command of the army ; there was however this 
material difference, that the command offered to him by the Majority 
of Cbunci), the party which he obeyed, was only the tempo'-ary com- 
mand during the indifpofition of Sir Robert Fletcher; whereas the 
ofter by Lord Pigot and his friends, who had put Sir Robert Fletcher 
under arreft, with a view to his being tried by Court-martial for mu- 
tiny and fedition, was the complete and immediate command of the 
army, without any limitation of time. 

It is evident, therefore, that the part which Colonel Stuart a<Red in 
this difagreeable alternative, was that which, according to all the rules 
of felf intereR, was the leaR likely to be beneficial to him. 

I go farther, and fay, that to be brought to fuch an alternative at all, 
was a thing fo evidently unfortunate, for any man placed in Colonel 
Stuart’s fituation, that it excludes the poflibility of fuppofing that he 
could be a party, or in the fmalleR degree concerned in any feheme 
or plan to produce the diRurbance and convullion which happened 
at that time, unlcfs we fuppofe him to have been void of every degree 
of common underRanding or attention to his own intereR. 

Nay, if he had forefeen even the chance of fuch diRurbances, and 
could have removed himfelf to the remoteR part of India, until cither 
the one party or the other had got clearly the afeendant, that would 
have been a amuch more judicious and beneficial plan than putting 
himfelf in the way of receiving, or being under the noccfliiy of 
obeying, the orders of either. 


But 
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But it will even be faid, perhaps,* for there hare not been wanting 
thofe wh 5 have. ventured to infinuate it, that though Colonel Stuart took 
the part, which to all appearance was the moft againft his intereft, yet 
there wefe certain fecret means of coanterbalancing to him the dii- 
advantages and hazards to which he was expofed ; — in Ihort, that he 
either had received, or was promifed by the 'Nabob of Jrcot, or by 
thofe conne£ted with him, fuch pecuniary prefents as were fuflicient 
to compenfate any lolTes and difadvantages he might fuftain in othec 
refpefls. 

If thofe who have permitted themfelves to make fuch infinuations, for 
they have never amounted to open aflfertions, can Ihcw to your fatis- 
fadion, Gentlemen, that Colonel Stuart, either diredlly or indiredtiy, 
ever received or was promifed, either by the Nabob of Arcot, or by any 
other perfon, any fum of money or other reward, for the part which 
he took in obedience to the orders of the Majority of Council, I lhall 
admit that he deferves the fevereft indignation of the Company; for 
my own part, it would completely put an end to every effort or endea- 
vour from me, to fupport his caufe, or in thefe fuppofed circumflances 
to vindicate the charadter or condudt even of a Brother. 

But I have fo thoroughly convinced myfelf (and from the ftrongeft 
reafons) of the falfehood ®f the imputation, that however humiliating 
it may be, to enter into the vindication of one’s friend upon topics 
of this fort, I moft readily embrace the opportunity of putting to 
defiance, even the greateft enemies of Colonel Stuart, and of calling 
upon them, by every decent method of provocation, to (hew, with any 
colour of probability, that he ever received or was promifed any reward 
from any quarter whatfoever, for the part his duty obliged him to take 
in the difturbances at Madras. 

When i had the honour of addrefling you in April 1777* *bere was 
inferted in my letter, the copy of part of a private conUdential letter, 
which I had then recently received from my Brother, which was in , 
thefe words: 


K 
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“ Before I take iihy I^avc df you, my dear ferotlier, I (hall beg 
“ leave to repeat what f Have already declared to my ^iend, General 
“ Clavcrlng, that as t hope for thercy, I never had any promife, nei- 
“ thcr am I In poflcinon or cxpc£lation of any private benefit what- 
“ ever, rcfulling from the change now brought about in this govern- 
“ menu 

Such is the language of his moft private and confidential letters to 
fne, on the; fubjedt of the part he took, and though his afiertions do 
not witli me (land in need of additional confirmation, yet from a va- 
riety of concurring circumftances, I have every rcafon to place complete 
reliance on the fincerity and truth of what he has lb Iblemnly afiferted. 

Another charge, of an injurious nature, has alfo been very induArioufly 
circulated againA Colonel Stuart, that he was fo clofely linked with the 
Majority of the Council, as to have embarked in the indiferiminate 
fupport of all their mcafures. But I can undertake to demonArate, that 
Colonel Stuart, fo far from being a man of fadion or of party, has 
conduded himfelf in fuch a manner as to belong to no party or par- 
tietdar defeription of men in India.— —He has endeavoured, according 
to the beA of his judgment, to promote the general intereAs of the 
Company, both in their civil and military affairs, and, making that 
the rule of his condud, his fupport cither to one party or another, 
has been regulated by the notions he entertained of the tendency of 
their meafures to the public utility. 

"Senfible that this afiertion ought to be fupported by Arong and un- 
ambiguous proofs, Colonel Stuart appeals to the confultations and re- 
cords of the Madras Prefidcncy, in your polfelfion j and he bas re- 
peatedly preAed upon me, to requeA your particular, attention to thele 
authentic proofs of the impartiality and independency of his condud, 
and of his adit^g from his own judgment, unconneded with any parti- 
cular party, and frequently differing from all parties! 

Colonel Sj,uart’s opinions, inferred in thefe confultations and records, 
fince the time that he had a feat and voice in Council, will likewife 

fhow 
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fliow that he held thH - ^nduQ , equally with rel^eiTl to the European, 
and the'Afiatjfi difpulesj not only 'w(hen they related to queftions agi- 
tated araongft your own fervants, but to the ineafures proper to be 
purfiied ,* in what refpeaed the oppofitfi or rival interefts of the iJabob 
of Arcot, and the Roja of Tanjore. 

If then I have cleared Colonel StuarCs conduct from the fiil'picior>ot 
either producing or fomenting the difturbanccs at Madras, or ol 
acting from intereflcd motives on that occafion; if 1 have fhewn th.v 
he merely gave obedience to orders which his fenfe of duty compelled 
him to obey, though contrary both to his real and apparent intereft ; 
— if it has been made evident, that no flrare of refponfibility for 
the mcafures which he carried into execution could juftly be allotted 
to him, and that he executed thofe meafures in the manner of all 
others the beft calculated for the peace and fecurity of the Settlement, 
as well as for the prefervation of Ixrrd Pigot, and the lives of other 
individuals; What obftacle can there pofllbly be to prevent the enter- 
ing upon an immediate confideration of Colonel Stuart’s cafe, either 
conneded with, or diftind from, that of the Majority of Council, as 
you fliall prefer? — And is there not fufficient ground to juftify me in 
concluding, that the very peculiar circumftances of the cafe muft dif- 
pofe you, Gentlemen, to adopt the mode beft fuited for giving the moft 
fpeedy and effedual redrefs to Colonel Stuart, who being an officer of 
no inconfiderable rank in your fervice, is therefore particularly en- 
titled to your protedion, and who confiders himfelf as authorifed, to 
complain that he has been Injured and mifreprefented ? 


After having trefpafled fo long upon your time, it is but too evident 
how much I ftand in need of your indulgence; the various topics* 
ncceftary, not only to be touched, but enlarged upon, in this address, 
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have imperceptibly ei)crea,r^d'4t tp a length »b</yond what I was at 
fir ft aware of, and far bcypn4 Wjh/":t‘ i intended. , . ' 

To ftate faiis, upon which no opinions have been formed, is nor, 
perhaps, a very diflicult ta{k,«nor does it require much dCcail; but 
to ftate them, fo as not merely to convey information, but to re- 
move the prejudices which h^ve been already conceived, and taken 
root, demands a much greater degree of particularity and nainutenefs, 
^nd is a very different undertaking. 

That prejudices fhould have arifen in confcqucnce of the firft accounts 
brought to this country, of the convulfions at Madras^ I have no 
right to be furprifed ; the firft accounts of any, and efpecially of 
any diftant tranfaftion, are feldom the moft correct ; but befides this, 
every man, whofe fate it is to a<ft: upon critical and important occa.- 
fions, muft not only fubmit to have his condudl freely canvafted and 
criticifed, but when the various interefts of many different perfons 
have been affeded, muft further exped to undergo a great degree of 
prejudice and calumny. 

From the firft moment that the accounts reached this country, of 
the events which had happened at Madras, I have ever fincerely 
lamented them; an apprehenfion that the public intereft might be 
aft’eded, would of itfelf have been fufficient to make me regret theta. 
To this, however, has been added a particular concern on account of 
the animofity which it w’as eafy to forefee would be excited againft 
mjr Brother, from the part which had been allotted to him at that 
difticult crifts of your affairs. 

It W’as obvious, that whether blameable, innocent, or meritorious^ 
Colonel Stuart would inevitably be involved in many dilagreeable con- 
tefts, that he would be expofed to the refentments of at leaft one 
party, and to a variety of attacks and afperfions upon his charader and. 
condud. 

It has therefore fallen to my lot to anfwcr tbofe attacks, and to 
endeavour to remove the prejudices occafioned by thoi^ afperfiona 

which 
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which have been thus hrii^oi^o^^^ainjt an abfent Brother, who, k 
muft be confefl'eid by every one, ha^^t leaft been unfortunate ; and 
perhaps thofe Wlio have attentively perufed this narrative, may Jjy 
this lime Be of opinion that he has bee^ feverely and unrcafonably 
perfecuted. 

In performing the painful talk whlch»has fallen to my Ihare, I am 
apprehenfive that an over anxiety, left fome fa(ft fliould be omitted, or 
fome reafoning too flightly enforced, way imperceptibly hav£ led me * 
into the repetition of what had been already faid, or the addition of 
what was unneceflary. • 

For the imputations agalnft Colonel Stuart have aflumed fo 
many different forms, and been extended to fo great a variety of par- 
ticulars, that I have neceflarily been obliged to inveftigate every ground 
upon which the attacks againft my Brother had been founded, though 
many of them were fuch as in ordinary cafes might have been thought 
of too trivial a nature to demand attention, and much lefs to require a 
ferious refutation. 

1 am fcnfible of this difadvantage, and of having been led by 
Colonel Stuart’s adverfaries into the difeuflion of fo many and fuch 
minute particulars, the exait rccolleftion of which I fear will be thought 
to require too great and painful an effort of the attention. 

For the aftiftance therefore of thofe who from duty or from curiofity 
may be led to perufc this narrative, if it were not adding to the 
length of it, already too long, I fhould be inclined fhortly to refume’ 
all the material fadls and propofitions eftablifhed in the courfe of 
the preceding enquiry ; — without, however, engaging in that extenfive 
plan, I fhall beg leave only to recal to your memory fome of thofe fads 
and propofitions which are the moft eftential, and the leaft incumbered 
with uninterefling and minute circumftanccs. 

It is a fad, which will nqt be difputed, that the moft uninterrupted, 
peace and fecurit^have prevailed in your fcttlement at Madras, not- 

withflanding 
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^Ithllanding the temporary diflehtions in fl^^XTJonth of Auguft 1776; 
and U is admitted, that while diR^illions were at their greateft 

heiy»t, even at thal’vety critical period, not one life was loft, nor the 
leaft perfonal injury fuftain^d by any individual in the Settlement, 
whether that individual was a favourer of Lord Pigot, or took part 
tvith the Majority of Council 

it has always been thought a ground of merit for an ofticer 
charged with the execution of an order of a very hazardous and 
liifticult nature, that he had accompliihed the objeds of that order 
without the lofs of lives; without any man being injured in his perfon 
or property ; and without any tumult or confufion in the community. 

This merit has been univerfally allowed to Colonel Stuart, and 
it has been uniformly the firm convidion of his mind, not only be- 
fore, but fince the arrefi: of Lord Pigot, that, if he had either fupported 
his Lordfliip in oppofition to the Majority of Council, united with the 
Commander in Chief, — or if in confequcnce of the orders received from 
that majority, he had attempted to feize the fort and garrifon of Fort 
St. George, without the previous arreft of Lord Pigot; — or, finally, if 
that arreft had been attempted in a more public, or in any other man- 
ner than that in which it was accompliihed ; — the almoft inevitable 
confequcnce muft have been, the lofs of lives, and involving the 
Settlement in all the horrors of a civil war. 

Can it therefore, in the mind of any man, be longer a matter of 
, doubt, whether CiOlonel Stuart has aded the part of a meritorious and 
faithful fervant to the Eaft-India Company? 

If indeed there is any one who can be of opinion, that the orders 
which Colonel Stuart received from his fuperiors, civil as well as mili- 
tary, could have been carried into execution with lefs perfonal injury to 
Lord Pigot or his friends, or with lefs prejudice to the peace and 
fecurity of ‘the Settlement, fuch a perfon may have a right to think, 
that Colonel Stuart’s interference was unfortunate, and that he was 
‘ unlkilful 
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unfliilful in the cxccutlotV^?!^U®»«t^er8*lie had received; but ftill k 
would by no m<?ans follow that the obeying them was illegal^ or a 
breach of duty on his part. ^ • 

I’here is really, allow me, Gentlemen, to fay it, fomethiug very 
fingular and allonifliing In the reception Colonel Stuart’s conduct ha^s 
hitherto met with. — Any man unacquainted with the circumftances 
of his cafe, and informed only of the outcry which had been raifed 
againli him, muft have concluded, that the man perfccutcd with fo 
much rage and violence had certainly involved fomc of your Settle- 
ments in civil war; — at leaft that he was accountable for many liv^ loft 
by the indiferetion of his conduct; — or, at the lowcft eftimation of 
his offences, that he had been guilty of difobedience of orders, both 
to the military and civil part of the legal and eftabliftied government 
of Madras. 

But the real fafts have been precifely the reverfe of all thefe atro- 
cious and fuppofed delinquencies ; and therefore, fo far as relates to the 
material and folid interefts of his Honourable Employers, it may now, I 
hope, without prefumption, be aftiuned as a thing not to be controverted, 
that Colonel Stuart has atfed the part of an obedient and faithful fervant, 
attentive to the intereft of his Employers; and that he is entitled to no 
fmall fliare of praife for the diferetion of his condudb at that moft critical 
period, in addition to his many acknowledged fervices in the military 
eftabliftiment, which his friends and enemies have equally admitted. 

In fuch circumftnnces it almoft exceeds belief, that he ftiould have 
met with fuch an accumulation of misfortunes, hardfliips, and indig- 
nities ; the mere enumeration of which has confumed many pages, 
and from the perufal of thofe parts of this narrative one obvions and’ 
very material reflexion ,muft arife ; — tliat if he bad been adually guilty 
of a crime of very confiderable magnitude, he has already fuffered’ 
more than would have been fulKcient to expiate and atone for it.— - 
Sufpended fuperceded degraded from the firft military com- 

mand with fevere marks of cenfure and difpleafure, before any trial or 
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enquiry into his conduit.--— **ThgC» «,;«Ut‘’ Critics which afFe.il: both the 
honour and the intereft of a m^tary man, and arc profwrtioned only to 
offences of great magnitude ^nd clearly afeertained. ^ 

Afterwards when his trial by a Qjurt-martial is ordered, no idea is 
Entertained even of the poj/ibility of bis innocence, or of merit ; contrary 
to all the ufual maxims of juIUce and fuppofitions of humanity, which 
confider a man as innocent until he is aitually proved to have been 
guilty. » 

No provifion is made for redrefs to his honour or intereft in the 
cafeV)f an honourable acquittal; — nothing feems to have been in con- 
templation but his guilt and the certainty of punifhment. 

EfFcdual care was indeed taken, that in all events, guilty or inno- 
cent, he fhould be punifhed by being deprived of that command, 
upon the faith of which he went to the other fide of the globe ; for 
the fupercellion of Colonel Stuart was not made temporary and de- 
pendant upon his acquittal, but whether tried or not, and whether ac* 
quitted or not, his command was given to another purpofely fent from 
England, and in whom it was veiled without any limitation of time. 

Upon the whole, the treatment Colonel Stuart has met with amounts 
to this, that whether guilty ^ innocent^ or meritorious, he is turned out 
of your fervice with marks of difpleafure and dilgrace, and the feverity 
of his fate is increafed by the height of the fituation from which he 
is degraded ; and is ftill further aggravated, by all this being inflided 
upon him independant of any trial or enquiry into his condud ; when 
at length an order is fent to India for his trial, fo earneftly folicited by 
him and by his friends, that trial which might have been the means 
of vindicating his honour, though care had been taken that it fhould 
not reftore him to the command of the army, is exprefsly, and very 
unfortunately for Colonel Stuart, refufed. 

It would fiirely. Gentlemen, be trifling with the calamities of any man 
to fay to'him. We are bound, till yon are tried, to ad upon the prefump- 
tion of your being guilty, and at the fame time to rclufe him that trial 

by 
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by which alone he he is innocent.— But it would be 

a mockery ftill more cruel to fay^^Wc will grant you a trial ; — 
you lhall have the opportunity you wai* of proving your innocence j — 
but having proved it, you fliall continue to be punillied as you w'as be- 
fore the trial, or even as if you had been proved to be guilty. 

1 hough I profefs the rcafons of fomeof thefc Heps taken wiili rcgaKl 
to Colonel Stuart do not appear to me pcrfcClly obvious, I with moll 
anxioufly to have it underllood, that nothing here faid is intended w 
carry with it an imputation of blame upon pafl proceedings ; but I 
mean only to urge what Colonel Stuart has fulfercd, from the tantalizing 
hopes of a trial, and the long delay of jullicc, as a foundation and 
inducement for your future favour to him. 

The misfortunes which he has met with in your fervice have like- 
wife occafioned other misfortunes, and produced a temporary difappolnt- 
ment of his well-founded expeitations in his Majefty’s fervice. 

As you had before trial fufpended Colonel Stuart, and, from enter- 
taining fomc degree of doubt as to the propriety of his condutH:, liad 
direded that he flrould be tried by a Court-martial, therefore his pre- 
ferment was put a Hop to in the King’s fervice in the general promotion 
of officers which took place lafl year, and though he was near the head 
of the lift of the Lieutenant-colonels entitled to the benefit of that 
promotion, thirty-t'WQ Lieutenant- colonels, younger in the fervice, ob- 
tained the rank of Colonel, which was withheld from him. 

This very mortifying difappointment happened to an officer whole 

merits in his Majefty’s fervice are acknowledged who in the couife 

of laft w.ar filled fomc not unimportant fituations who nded as 

^larter-Mafer General at the redudion of Belleijle coramauded a 

regiment at the taking of Mart'inico and at the TIaxHtnnah was 

fcleded to command the party which ftormed the Moro Fort. 

All tliefe duties he is well known to have difeharged, to the fatis- 
fadion of the feveral rcfpcdable commanders under whom he aded ; 
with reputation to himfcif, and utility to the public. 
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If I am rightly informed, tlipre'havCgbe^c^v inftances of officers, 
who when they firft entered intcy^Tfcrvice of the Kafl: India Company, 
were as high in the King’s fervjtc as Colonel Stuart, and who had the 
adv*antagc of fo much experience in military matters ;—wfiile thefe 
advantages were doubtlcfs an inducement to you, C^entlcmen, to adopt 
CMonel Stuart into your ferviec; they likewife afforded him the flat- 
tering profped that he. fliould be capable of rendering fuch elfential 
fervices iii, your military eflabllffiment, as would infallibly fecure to 
him both your approbation and the permanency of his fituation in 
India„.and with that view he incurred a very large expence in fitting 
himfclf out in a manner fuited to the rank he expedled to hold there. 

Upon a full and fair review of what has happened to Colonel Stuart 
fince entering into your fcrvice, it would be difficult, 1 believe, to pro- 
duce an inftance of any man’s having met with fuch a fudden change 
of fituation, fuch a cruel difappointment of his hopes, and who has been 
involved in fuch a continued feene of difagrccable ftruggles and con- 
tefts, as have fallen to Colonel Stuart’s lot. 

If I have been fuccefsful in ffiewing, that he never has deferved the 
imputations laid to his charge, and that on the contrary he has not 
only been innocent but meritorious ; it furely mufl be an interefting 
reflexion, that all thefe various hardffiips and feverities have been 
infliifled upon an officer and fervant of the Company, who has pro- 
moted the intcrefts of his Honourable Employers, and of the State 
in general, not only by the part he aded during the time he had a 
feat and voice in Council, but likewife by his material improvements 
of your army in the Carnatic, and by a variety of the moft beneficial 
regulations in his military department. 

It is not for me to Hate at large and to expatiate upon his merits 
in thefe refpefts, but it may be permitted, efpccially when called upon 
in the defence of a Brother fo injured and mifreprefented, to appeal 
to your own records and informations from India, as well as to the 
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feftimony of many y|)tlier ^^entlcmen lately come from that 

part of the world and now in Englat^, for the truth of what I alTert. — 
From thefe various fources of the beft\and moft authentic information 
it will appear, that Colonel Stuart, has, ever fince his arrival in India, 
applied himfclf to the bufinefs of his military department there, with 
a degree of zeal, adivity, and attcnticfn to cKconomy, of which there 
are few examples ; and that by his great vigilance and many improve- 
ments on the ftate of the army and garrifons in that pa/t of Indiif, 
lie has put them on a moft rcfpedable footing, and fortunately at that 
period of time, when the Honourable Company and the State in general 
may probably derive the greateft advantages from his labours. 

It is W'ell known to have been a very favourite opinion of Lord 
Clive’s, founded upon reafon and a perfed knowledge of the fubjed, 
that in India, where the continuance of life and of health is much 
more precarious than in Europe, it was incumbent on the Eaft India 
Company, always to be provided with more than one or two ofliccrs 
of experience fit for command, who, by having been rcfident on t!ie 
fpot, lliould not only have acquired a proper degree of local know- 
ledge, but have overcome the inconvcniencics which conflantly attend 
Europeans upon their firft arrival in that climate. 

As the wifdom of this opinion of Lord Clive’s, both from the reafon 
©f the thing itfclf, and from the great authority by whom it was re- 
commended, will, 1 believe, be univerfally admitted, there may 
pcrliaps, after confidcring the opportunities Colonel Stuart Ikis 
had of acquiring knowledge by fevcral years rcfidcnce in India, 
and after knowing what he has "done, and was in the couill* of 
doing, in the military departments in the Carnatic, be fume cIc^mcc (.f 
regret on a future day, at the Company’s having deprived thendeivcs 
of his military talents and afTidance, at a time v;hen we arc likely to 
be engaged in war both with the French, and with fume of the 
country powers in that part of India. 
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It is however a juflice I owe, to m^r J^tl ^y^fTentiments, contained in 
his private letters to me, to comi^^micatc to you, that h& has aflured me 
in tlie moll folomii manner, aiyJ 1 believe he has made the fame de- 
claration at Madras, that although no earthly confideration will ever 
induce liim fo far to degrade himfelf as to a£t in peaceable times in 
arty hation inferior to that which he has already filled, or to accept of any 
fitiiation inconfident with what he ow'cs to himfelf, and to his rank 
vind fcrvictjs ; yet, in the event of aiflual invafion of the country, by 
the French or other enemies, that he will, even during his fufpcnlion, 
oiler Ijis ferviccs in any way, however fubordinatc, in which they can be 
deemed ufeful to the intcrefis of the Company. 

In the courfe of the preceding narrative there is one thing, Gentle- 
men, which, independent of the propriety or impropriety of Colonel 
Stuart’s condut^l in other refpeds, cannot pofiibly have efcaped ob- 
fcrvalion, that upon all occalions and whenever an opportunity hcas 
occurred of teflifying his rcfpetfl for the orders and authoiity of bis 
Honourable Employers, he has afl'orded the firongen: proofs of that 
proper Icnfo of duty which has influenced the whole of his conduil. 

Inflead of aeding the part allotted to him by the injurious prodidlions 
of his adverfarics, he has dillinguiflicd himfelf by his zealous endea- 
vours to promote the cftabliflimcnt of good order in your Settlement, 
and by the moll implicit obedience to the will and pleafurc of the 
Honourable Company, even in thofc inflances where that obedience 
njuft have been extremely mortifying to him; and I taktj it for granted 
that it is unncceflary to obferve to you, that his condudd in thefe 
rclpcds has both merited and adlually obtained particular approba- 
tion from the Government at Madras, which fucceeded to that of the 
Majority of Council. 

You have alfo had occafion to obferve, that the whole of his condudd, 
during the critical and important fituation of afl'airs at Madras in the 
I month of Augull 1776, had received the ftrongeft marks of approba- 
.tion from the Supreme Council in Bengal, to whom a fuperintcndency 
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over your. afTairs In IiuliV«>wa: ’dcJii^attd by the aiitliority of Par^ 
liainent. * ^ 

Thus tjie Council of licngal, \vhc\ had authority to judge 
Colonel Stiiavt^s coiiclLKn:, has pofitivdy ajpro^^ed of it. — ~-It lias not 
been pofttivcly condemned or d'd^pproved by any wlio Iiad fuch com- 
petent authority; at mod it has only Leen doubted upoJiy and even 
thefe doubts have not extended to the whole of it; for there are very 
few indeed who fcruplc to allow him merit for preventing thc^mirchiefs 
which mud have attended his executing in a violent manner the orders 
he had received, and it Is generally agreed that he was in no dtgree 
rcfponfible for thefe orders. 

Permit me now, Geutleincn, to renew my requed for your adopting 
fuch immediate and effcflual mcafures, as may fpeedily decide upon 
my Brother’s conduct, and regulate Ills future expectations. 

It is in your power to give the wiflicd-for redred, by one or other 
of the two modes wliieli have been already pointed out : The fird is 
hy peremptorily ordering his trial by a Court-martial, without any 
diferetion left to your fervants in India to grant or rcfiife it ; and ii 
that mode is adopted, I trad, for the reafons already given, lliat your 
order for his trial will be accompanied not only witli your determina- 
tion upon the point refpeCting the /e^ul government at Madras, in 
Augud I77<^i but aid:) witli indruClions to your Governor and Council 
of Madras as to tlic particular red refs Colonel Stuart is to meet with 
in the event of an honourable acquittal. 

Or his conduct may now, as it appears to me with dill greater p:o- 
pricty, be decided upon from the ample proofs in your pufedlon, 
which have been fliown to be fufficicntly explicit to enable yriu, Gentle- 
men, to enter upon the confideration of at lead Colonel Stuart’s cafe, 
and to come to fime final refolution founded upon folid gvounds. 

If the prefent date of fufpcncc and inadivlty with regard to Colonel 
Stuart were to be further continued, it is impoffiblc that •complete 
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juftlcc can be obtained elihci* ; lie can neither be 

punifliccl nor rewarded proper^ 

,lf he fliall be found to ha.\r. tranfgreflcd his duty, I fhall certainly 
have no right to complain of his punifhment.— — If he fliall be 
found only to have performed it, the moft zealous of thofe friends 
of Lord Pigot, whom I am Torry to confidcr as in any degree adver- 
faries to Colonel Stuart, — even the Brothers of Lord Pigot, I am per- 
“fuaded, not from any adual communication with them, but from the 
known liberality of their charadicrs, would be the firft to wifh that 
Colowel Stuart was acquitted. 

Though thefe unhappy difputcs at Madras have unfortunately 
rendered us oppofitc in this conteft, there is one predicament in 
which our fituations are the fame ; — we have in common the feelings 
of a Brother, and of courfe the fame anxiety and folicitude where a 
Brother’s charadfer and eftimation are at flake. 

It has been the finccre and fervent wirti of Colonel Stuart, fince the 
moment that he heard of doubts being entertained as to the propriety 
of his condudf, that a trial by a Court-martial fliould take place.-—— 
In all the diflerent flages of this bufincfs he has been uniform in that 

wifli. When firrt a Court-martial was held out to him as a threat, 

he defied it ; — when afterwards he had reafoii to expect it, he 
declared the highefl fatisfadlion ; — and ever fince it has been denied 

him, he has been inccirant in his expreflions of the flrongefl regret. 

His preference of this to any other fpecies of trial, is becaufe he efleems 
it to be the mofl effedlual and fuitable mode for a military man to 
wipe off every ill founded afperfion. 

It is without any authority from my Brother, that I have ventured 
to propofe the other mode of redrcfling his grievances, by taking his 
cafe into your own immediate confidcration. 

This idea has been fnggefled to me principally from the perufalof 
the reafons given by your Governor and Council at Madras, for refufing 

the trial by a Court-martial. They have faid diftindly, that Colonel 
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Stuart has done nothing^idq^ewlcnt of ilxc authority under which he 
ailed, — have intimated that the /f^^/?!^or iUci^ality of that authority 
muft be declared before any trial can jVoceed, — and have informjd 
you, that *tlie circurnnanccs of his conduit arc fufliciently afeertained 
by the records in your poirellion. 

It further became evident to me, that to a perfon in Colonel Stuart’s 
fituation, any additional furpence and delay, is in reality a very folid 
and a fevere degree of pnnithment, — and a trial by a Court-martial, 
upon the fpot where tlic tranfadlions happened, and there 1 maintain it 
can alone be held with juflice to Colonel Stuart, — or a trial cither 
by a Court-martial, or by the Courts of Law In England, which 
would require evidence to be brought from India, muft certainly be 
attended with the greateft delay, beftdes many other unavoidable incon* 
venicncics. 

Having mentioned a trial by the Courts of Law In England, I beg 
leave once more to recur to an obfervation that can never be too often 
repeated, or too flrongly inculcated, that the only thing for 
wliich Colonel Stuart can be rcfponfiblc, is the Exccuticn of the 
orders he received from the Majority of Council ; and indeed, inde- 
pendent of the intereft which Colonel Stuart muft always take in the 
profperlty of the Eaft India Company, it is immaterial to him whether 
the orders were or ’wrong ; in either cafe he thinks himfelf 

equally entitled to fome degree of merit : — if they were beneficial, he 
thinks that he has encreafed thefe benefits', if they were mifchie’vous' 
that he has diminiflied thofe mifebtefs by his diferetion and temper in 
the execution of them. 

In the courfe likewife of my colledling and arranging the particulars of 
Colonel Stuart’s conduil, in anfwer to the charges thrown out againft 
him, the pra<5licability as well as the propriety and fuperior utility of 
his cafe being judged of and decided by you, Centlemen, have become 
Hill more apparent. , , 
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Impreffcd fo Arongly as l*now amnvljJi ttus opinion, I cannot help 
taking blame to myfclf in a c^dcrable degree, for not having fooncr 
citllcdcd and fubmitted to y<f.n‘ confidcration, the aafwcrs on the part 
of my Brother, to the imputations thrown out againft him, — and I 
take this opportunity of afluringyou, that notwilliAanding the various 
rcporiR, and I'ome illiberal "publications circulated to his prejudice, 
I have ever abllaiucd not only from Hating his cafe to his Honour- 
able Enf\iloycrs, but from having any concern directly or indiredly 
in any of the publications relating to thefe Madras difpntes; excepting 
onl/“ that I gave my afliftance in colleifling and arranging the mate- 
rials lately publiflied in relation to the proceedings of the Coroner’s 
IncpieA, which is merely a eolledion of authentic papers for the infor- 
mation of the public, upon thefe ftrange proceedings, without any 
rcafonmg upon them. 

As I was fully perfuaded that my Brother’s trial by a Court-martial 
was to take place, in confequcncc of the orders you font out by the 
Belborough, I therefore thought it my duty not only to avoid giving 
you uuuecenary trouble, but that it became me to abftain from any 
reprefeutatiou or difcuHion of bis cafe, while there was fo much 
reafon to exped that it was in the coiirfe of being judicially afecr- 
tained, and reported to you in the moft authentic manner by the 
Court-martial. 

Bcfules the various concurring motives which I have already men- 

f 

tioned, and which induce me, though unauthorifed by my Brother, to 
wifh that the fccond mode, I have ventured to propofe, fliould take 
place. — Befidcs the impartiality and candour with which I am confi- 
dent, Gentlemen, you will difeufs and decide upon Colonel Stuart’s 
condud and future expedations, there is this firong additional induce- 
ment for the preference to the fccond mode, that the delays which I 
liave fiated above, as inevitable in every other method of proceeding, 
will by this be avoided. 
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■ It is alfo a confidteration which evejry body will admit, is extremely 
interefting both to Colonel Stuaft, and his friends, that bcfidcs the 
weight, which your Authority in th^ecifion will carry with it yi the 
world, ‘it is in the Dire<ftors and Proprietors of the Eaft-Intlia Com- 
pany alone that the Power reddes, of giving redrefs to an injured officer 
and fervant of the Company. • 

If, however, contrary to what I have taken the liberty of repre- 
fenting, it fhould appear to you, Gentlemen, that a C^urt-mai tial 
is the preferable method of proceeding, permit me mofl carneftly to 
requeft that the orders for that trial may be fent to India by the firft 
difpatches. 

The anxious wifli of Colonel Stuart and his friends is, and ever has 
been, that every Meafure fliould be adopted which may be the beft calculated 
for a thorough examination of his condud, as well as for throwing light 
upon the motives and the confequences of it, and that this fliould take 
place with the leaft pofTible delay; — what is moft dreaded on his behalf 
is the continuance of his prefent fituation, without cither Trial or 
Examination. 

And furely. Gentlemen, this anxiety for a fpeedy determination 
•of Colonel Gtuaii’o Tact diid future profpeds cannot appear to you cither 

unnatural or unreafonable. If misfortunes like thofe which he has 

experienced would have been diftrelfing to any man, it is not to be 
wondered at if they have been more peculiarly fo to a military 
man, in whom a more than ordinary degree of fcnfi!)ility is not only 
allowable but even commendable, upon every point that may affed his 
military rank, charader, and eflimation. 

Is it therefore to be wondered at, if, after poflefllng the diftingulflicd 
rank of Commander in Chief of your great army in the Carnatic^ 
he Ihould feel him'felf hurt and mortified at being degraded from that 
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command, in a time perhaps of.the greateft exertion and ailivityj^ — 
and that, fufpended as he ftill conthiues to be from your fervice, he 
fhoi^d be waiting in India with /he mofl: anxious folicitude, your final 
refolutions concerning him. • 

This unexpected reverfe, affcCling to any officer, muft be more deeply 
fo *to him, whofe pride it was ta have beflowed fuch indefatigable pains 
in putting not only your army, but your military pofts in that part 
6f India, Q[^ the moft refpedable footing ; and to have introduced by 
his attention and example the flriCleft difeipline into the fervice, while 
he at t];te fame time acquired the confidence and attachment both of the 
Officers and foldiers.— — -He vainly flattered himfelf, that if, during his 
flay in India, the fituation of public affairs Ihould call for any mili- 
tary exertions, he could not have failed to acquire fome degree of 
credit by the conduCt of that army which, he had difciplined and im- 
proved, and by the utility of the many military plans which he had 
formed. 

But the fituation in which he is now placed has put an end to all 
thefc hopes ; he finds himfelf, untried and unheard, deprived of the 
opportunity of rendering fervices to the public, and inflead of acquiring 
any additional credit to himfelf, left, fmm n ti*!»5n of unfortunate events, 
flruggllng againft a torrent of calumny, to prefer ve that reputation 
and good name, which, till thefe unhappy difturbances, had upon no 
occafion been difputed. 

• Thefe, Gentlemen, are the calamities, and this is the heavy load of 
injury under which he has fo long laboured, and under which, 
even though you fhould enter into an immediate difeuffion of his 
cafe, he muft ftill continue to labour, till the arrival, of your dif- 
patches in India ; uncertain whether thofe difpatches will bring his 
acquittal,— a continuance of his puniihment,— or a refulal to. hear 
him.- 
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IV depends, therefore, upon your juftice and humanity, Gentleman, 
to put a period to a fituation fo feverely mortifying to an officer, con- * 
feious of having exerted his heft endeavours for the interefts of his 

Honourable Employers. . 

• \ 

I have the honour to be with great truth, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your moft faithful and 

obedient humble Servant, 

Berkley Square, AND^. STUART. 

zid December, 




I X. 


A P P E D 


CORRESPONDENCE between Lord Barrington,, 
Secretary at War^ and Mr. Stuart, in relation to his 
Brother y Colonel James Stuart. 

[Referred to in page 50 of the preceding Letter,"! 


From Lord Barrington to Mr. Stuart, 

SIR, Cavendifli Square, 3d September 1777. 

"Y^OUR excellent knowledge of men and things will prevent your being 
furprifed, or offended, that your Brother is not included in the promotion 
of Lieutenant-Colonels, advanced to the rank of Colonel, juft made. This 
letter therefore is not intended as an apology, but as an ajfurance, that full and 
ferfetl juftice will be done to him hereafter^ if his conduit in India refembles the reft 
of his conduit through life. I depend on your giving him this affurance in my 
name } and am, with great truth and regard, 

SIR, 

Your moft humble, and 
moft obedient fer^ant. 


Adrdcftcd thus : 

Yfl sfndrew Stuart, Efq-, 
Btrkley-Square, London, 


(Signed) Barrington. 
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From Mr. Stifart to Lord Barrington, 

My Lord, Edinburgh, Odkober 3d, 1777.' 

* . 

J Have received in this country the letter which your Lordihip did me the 

honour to write to me lately. It was addrellnl to me in Berkley Square, 
‘ but I had hft London two or three weeks before that timet and by my moving 
from place to place, fince my arrival in Scotland, it was a long time after the 
date before it reached me. 

I cannot but feci myfelf under great obligations to your Lordlhip, for the 
kind attention which gave rife to that Letter. The intelligence of my Brother's 
being paflcd over in the late promotion would have been doubly diftrefling, if it 
had not been alleviated by the obliging manner in which you have been pleafcd 
to communicate to me this event j and by the aflTurances which you authorife me 
to impart to my Brother, of the full and perfeft juftice which is intended to be 
done to him hereafter. 

Convinced, as I am moft fincerely, of your Lordfliip’s kind intentions 
towards my Brother, and having reafon to be perfuaded of your good opinion 
of him as an officer, and as a man, it would be moft unreafonable in me to 
entertain any doubt, that whatever the appearances may be, no real hardfhip 
or injury is intended him. Still, I cannot help regretting exceedingly, thoib 
unfortunate incidents in India, which have made it appear ncccflary thatfuch a 
marked exception Ihould take place with regard to Colonel Stuart at this time. 

The intereft I take in what relates to my Brother, docs not prevent my per- 
teiving the reafons which might prefent themfclvcs againft his being included in 
the late promotion', it might occur, that as the propriety of his conduff, 
during the late convulfions at Madras, remains as yet undecided, and as he is 
to be tried by a Court-martial \n that country, no mark of his Majefty’s favour 
ought to be beftowed upon an officer in that predicament. 

But I cannot diveft myfelf of an apprehcnfion, that this ftep, which from the 
bell motives has been taken, for avoiding the appearance of partiality, appro- 
bation, or favour on the one hand, may be produdlivc of very hard and levere 
confeq lienees with regard to Colonel Stuart, from the appearance it holds out to 
the wo^U^, on the other hand, that his condud in the Indian tranfadions has, 
5 even 
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even liefore his trial in India, been judged of, and difapproved at home; and 
that in the eftimation of his Sovereign, and Ris Majclly’s Minifters, he (lands 
already condemned. 

The marked exception of Colonel Stuart fipm fuch a general promotion,„aa 
that which has now taken place, (terns to me to authorife inferences to his pre- 
judice, infinitely ftronger, than any that could be made in favour of his con- 
duft, from allowing his promotion in the King’s fcrvice to take place according 
to the date of his commifTion, and as a matter of coiirfe, which would not have 
implied any mark of (pecial favour towards him perfonally. 

As the circumftances of this cafe are very peculiar, I beg your ^Lordniip’s ^ 
indulgence for fubmitting them to your confideration. 

Colonel Stuart has been for many years an Officer in his Majefty’s fcrvice, 
and within thefe two years he entered, with the King’s permiffion, into the 
fcrvice of the Ead India Company ; it was his fate to arrive in India, in the 
Summer of laft year, at a time when the dilTcntions between the Governor 
and Council at Madras had rifen to a great height; and though the command 
of the army was repeatedly offered him by the Governor, it appeared to him 
to be his duty, as executive officer, and fecond in the military command, to 
obey the orders of the Majority of the Council, cfpecially as his immediate 
commanding officer. Sir Robert Fletcher, was one of that Majority, who figned 
the orders given to him. 

Whether Colonel Stuart afted right or wrong, or whether he was guilty of 
error in judgment, in the obedience he thus gave, and in the other fteps of 
his conduft in India, is a matter which yet remains to be tried, and the cog- 
nizance of it belongs to the Eaft India Company. 

While thefe affairs arc in dependence, and while the opinions of the pnblic 
are much divided concerning the condudl of the principal a<^ors on both 
Tides, in thefe dillurbanccs at Madras; it feems to be more equitable, that the 
condudl of an officer of many years (landing in the King’s fcrvice, (hould be 
favourably judged of, on account of his charaftcr and behaviour while in that 
fcrvice, if thel'e were unexceptionable, than that the uncertain reports or 
reprefentations of cither party, during the heat of faftion in the Indian civil 
commotions, (hould deprive him of the charader fo acquired, and of the 
rights accruing to him in his Majefty’s fcrvice. 

With regard to Colonel Stuart’s chara^ler and conduft, during the many 
years he ferved, and in the various ftacions he has filled in the King’s fer- 
vice, they arc certainly not liable to any objefrion. 
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Oa the contrary, the ftations in ^hich he was employed, and the tAnncr 
in which he acquitted himfelf ot" the confidence repofed in him .during the 
laft war, afford fubftantial proofs of his being confidered* as an officer of 
diftinguiflied merit, particularly . his fervices as Qitarter Matter General, at 
^he* reduftion of his behaviour at the taking of Martinko, where he 

commanded a regiment i— and at the taking of the Havamab, where he had 
the command, during the campaign, of a detached corps, and was afterwards 
feleftcd to command the party wfiich ttormed the More Fort. 

The inference made in many places from the exclufion of Colonel Stuart 
'in the propiotion now made is, that fince his former fervices, military rank, 
and behaviour, have availed him nothing upon this occafion, the circumftances 
of his conduft in India mutt have been afeertained, and have appeared in 
the mott unfavourable light to his Majetty’s minifters, or to thofe jn the 
management of military affairs ; the confequence of which is, that while he 
fuffers greatly in the opinion of the world in general, by this mark of difplea- 
fure and difapprobation, he goes to his trial in India, and to the trial of the 
other incidental queftions connefted with thefc Indian occurrences, under the 
difadvantage of a heavy weight of prejudices againft him,— prejudices of the 
mott dangerous nature, on account of the high authority by which they have 
the appearance of being ettablilhed. 

No perfon can be more thoroughly convinced than I am, that there was no 
intention on your Lordftiip’s part, or in any other quarter, to inflift hardffiips 
of this nature upon Colonel Stuart-, on the contrary I am perfuaded, that the 
true motive of the late meafure with regard to him was, that bis trial might 
proceed free from prejudices, either for, or againtt him. 

But as the prevailing opinion of many judicious and impartial perlbns, 
with whom I have converfed on this fubjeft, is, that the tendency of the late 
remarkable exception of Colonel Stuart, from the recent promotion, mutt, in 
the circumftances of his cafe, be fuch as I have taken the liberty to mention, 
1* thought it my duty to fubmit thefe things to your Lordffiip’s confideration. 

I fliall only beg leave to add, that for my own part, I have the mott com- 
pleat reliance upon your L,ordftiip’s good intentions towards my Brother, and 
have no doubt that, agreeably to the affuranccs given, full and perfeft juftice 
is intended, and will be done to him my principal anxiety at prefent is^ 
that during the period which precedes the examination and trial of his conduft 
in India, there may be no prejudices hurtful to him, nor any appearance of 
his caufe being prejudged. 
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From the beginning of thefe Indian difpytes, all I have contended for has 
been^ thar my Brother ftiould have a fair and impartial tiial, and that while 
it was uncertain, whethc r he had afted a part that dclerved cenlure or punifh* 
ment, or gn the contrary, had rendered meritorious fervice to the Eall Ii!d?i 
Company, and to the Britilh government, no ileps fhould be taken hurtful to 
his honour or intereiL 

His trial by Court-martial was my earneft requefl: to the Diredlors of the 
Eaft India Company, becaufe when the condudt of an officer is attacked, his 
honour Acquires this mode of trial y but there is perhaps fomc reafon to confi-», 
dcr it as an unufual degree of hardfhip that the following fteps ihcJuld precede 
that trial. 

First. The fufpenfion of Colonel Stuart during fix months in confequence 
of the orders of the Direftors of the Ea(t India Company, which by many 
peddle is elleemed of itfclf a degree of punifliment before trial, and the fame 
time likely to create prejudices againft the perfon to be tried. I 

And SECONDLY. That now he has further to contend with the prejudices arifing 
from the marked exception that has been made of him in his Majefty’s fervice, 
where, though almoft at the head of the lift of thofe Lieutenant Colonels who 
could receive benefit from the late promotion, thirty two younger Lieutenant- 
eolonels have received that rank which has been denied to him. 

It is not in the difpofition of complaint, or in any degree of bad humour, that 
I have prefumed to ftate thefe things y but from a defire to fubmit them to 
your Lordlhip’s ferious confideration, and in the full perfuafion, that your can- 
dour and equity will difeover the beft remedies for thefe hardfliips, if they lhall 
appear to you to have any real foundation. 

And I beg leave to aflTurc your Lordftiip, that I fhould not have troubled you 
with them, if I were not in my own mind thoroughly convinced that promot- 
ing Colonel Stuart in common with others of his rank, at a time when fuch a 
general mcafure was taken, could not be confidcred, either as an inftance of 
partiality or appVobation of his condudb in India, but as a natural confequence 
of his rank and behaviour in the King^s fcrvice, to which alone fuch promotions 
are applicable. 

The withholding this preferment, which is confidcred as a matter of courfe 
where there is no criminality, is liable to be interpreted as what I am furc it was 
not meant, a decifion againft Colonel Stuart’s conduft in India and that deci- 
fion will be fuppofed to proceed upon proofs that have not reached the public, 
bccaufe it will not be fuppofed, that without fuch proofs an officer of tried 
and approved merit in the line of his profeflion^ fliould be fet afide for a mo- 
a ment> 
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ment, againft the juft and eftablifti^d p*refumption, which makes innocence ^re« 
fumed rather than guilt, nntil legal conviAion puts an end to that*pKfump>, 
tion. 

'rfteg your Lordftiip’s excufc for giving you the trouble of reading fo long 
a letter ; but the duty which I owe to an abfent brother, who, at the date of the 
laft advices from him, was flattering himfelf with the hopes of public marks 
of^pprobation inftead of punifhments or marks of dirpleafure, made it appear 
to me unavoidable, and I hope will obtain for me your Lordihip's pardon for 

Vcfpafling 16 much upon your time. * 

€ 

I have the honour to be, with great truth and cfteem. 

Your Lordihip’s moft faithful and obedient fervant, 

(Signed) Andrew Stuart. 



From Lord Barrington to Mr. Stuart, 


SIR, Beckett, i6th Oftober, 1777. 

J Am to acknowledge the honour of your letter, dated the 3d inftant. The 
polite candour with which it is written claims, and has my beft thanks. The 
matter it contains, 1 think, may be difcuflcd in converfation better than by 
letter ; I will therefore, with your permiffion, defer entering into it till we meet. 
In the mean time you are at liberty to make any ufe which your prudence and 
brotherly affe^lion can fuggeft of the letter I firft wrote to you, after the ge- 
neral promotion of Lieutenant-colonels by Brevet. I am, with great truth 
and regard, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) Barrington. 

Addrefted thus : 

To Andrew .Stuart^ Efq\ 

Berkley-Squert, London. 







